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|[n his double Duty of PRAYER and PREACHING. 


 REX THEOLOGVUS. 
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PREACHERS 
Guard and Guide 


Deduced from Scripture, Reaſon, and the 
beſt Examples, 
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In ITI. Parts. 
(1. 4 Vindication of the Kings Letter to the late Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury concerning the Regula- 
tion of Preachers. 
« 2: A Demonſtration that Forms of Prayer do beſt ſuit 
with Publick Worſhip. 
3. An Antidote to the virulent Clamours of the 
i Non-conformiſts. 


— 


LONDON: | 
Printed for R, Royſton, Bookſeller to the King's moſt: 


Excellent Majeſty, 1664, 


pr 


* 


To the Right Worſhipful, 
Sir RaLen HaRE, Knight and Baronet, and 
Sir EowaRD WALPOOLE, Anight of the Bath, 
Two, worthy Members of the Honourable 
Houle of Commons. 


Honaured Gentlemen, 
EI x4] $,you Were im your Capacities highly inſtrus 
, $21 mental to the Reftauration of His Saz 
Bl cred Majeſty to His Crown : fo I know 
there 1s nothing you deſire moye than the 
bappy ſettlement of His Majeſty with the 
Church and State under His Dominion upon the founs 
dations of Peace and Piety. Among other things that 
hinders ſuch a deſired Eftabliſhment, one us the Exorbis 
tancy of the Pulpit : thongh you have done great things 
already in the Parliament (which we acknowledge to 
your everlaſting Honour) in order to the correing 0 
thoſe Irregularities ; yet ſomething you left undone, as 
a work proper for an Intelligence of an higher Orb; 
Wherefore 44s Sacred Majeſty hath made a further pros 
greſs in Fiis late DiRECT1ONS recommended tothe 
everend Fathers of the Church ; wherein at once He 
hath approved Himſelf Epiſcopum extra Eccle- 
fam, « Biſhop without the Church , and Theolo- 
gum intra Eccletham, a Divine within the Church, 
But foraſmuch as His Majeſtys DiRecTtiIONS 
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meet 
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\ meet not With that general Reception and Approbation 
they deſerve, but are traduced by fome as contrary to 
the Doftrine of the Church ; my defign ts in this enſu. 
ing Treatiſe to defend Theologiam Regis, the Kings 
Divinity ſhining. in them. I am conſcious of my own 
Defe&s, and therefore implore your Patronage. I fear 
I have preſumed too far in Feeling my ſelf under your 
Names, and therefore beg your Pardon, and withall 

our Acceptance of this Teſtimony of my Obſervance, pre 
 miſing What I fall ſhort of in this Expreſsion of my Gras 
titude, T ſhall make np with my daily Prayers for you 
both, and the Branches of your Honourable Families, te 
co _ 


A moſt devoted Servant 
inall Obſeryance, 


Robert Seppenc. 


To the Moſt Reverend Father in God, W1LL1 AM, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


CHnaRLES R. 
— __—_ Ot Reverend Father in God, We greet you well: 
"4 cUhereas the bold abuſes andextcadagancies of 
bo Porachers inthe Pulpit, have not anely by the 
erpertence of fozmer Ages been found to tend to 
the diſhonour of God, the ſcandal of Religion, and 
diſturbance of the peace both of Church and State, 
bat have alſo (th2ough the licentionſneſs of the late times) much 
increaſed, to the inflaming, fomenting, and heightning of the (ad 
diſkempers and confuſions that were amongus, And whereas 
even at this pzeſent (notwithſtanding the merciful pz>vidence of 
God, ſo ſignally manifefked in reſtozing Us to Dur Crown, amd 
Our pious care and endeavours to govern Duc Realms in peace 
and tranquillity) the ſaid Abuſes do yet cantinue ina. very high: 
mea'uce in ſundzy parts of this Realm, thzough the bulle diligence - 
of Come unquiet and factions m__ wha infteav of — 
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the pus TWo2d of God, and building up the People in Faith and 
LYelinecſs, have made it a g-eat part of their buſineſs to beget in the 
mints of their Yeaters an evil opinion'pf their Governcurs, by 
inſtnwating fears and jealouſtes ts diſpoſe them to diſcontent, any 
toſea'on them with ſuch unſound and dangerous P2inclples, ag 
may 1:ad them int9 Diſobedience, -Dchiſm and-Rebellion, An 
whereas alſo ſundzy young iD\vines and Piniſters, either out of a 
ſpirit of contention and contradiction, o2 in a vain oftentation of 
their Learning, take upon them'in'their popular Sermons to 
handle the dep points of Dods Eternal Counſels and Decrees, oz 
to medvle with the affairs of State and Government, oz to 
w2angle about Fozms and Geſtures, and other fruitleſs Diſputes 
and Controverſies, ſerving rather to amuſe than paofit the Bear- 
ers ; which is done foz the moſt part, and with the greateſf confi- 
dence, by ſuch perſo!18 as lea underſtand them : TUe, out of Dur 
Paincely Care and Zele fo2 the honcur of God, the advancement 
of Pietp, Peace, and true Rel'gion, and foz the paeventing foz the 
future, as mich as lieth in Us, the many and great Jnconve- 
niencies and Piſchiefs that will unavoidably enſue,- if a timely 
ſtop be not given to theſe and the like growing Abuſes, Do, accoz- 
ding to the Cramples of ſeveral of Dur P2edeceNſours of bleſſed 
memo2yp, by theſe Dur ſpecial Letters ſfraitly'charge and com- 
mand p21, to uſe your utmoſt care and diligence that theſe Direci- 
ons, which upan long and ſertous conſideration TUe have theuxht 
g@d to give conce.ning }22cachers, and which TUe have cauſed to 
be P2inted, hecew:th ſent unto ycu, be f:om hencefozth dulp and 
ſcicly obſerved by all the Biſhops with:n pcur P2ovince. And to 
this end Our Will and Pleaſu'e is, That you fo2zthwith ſend 
them Copies of theſe Dur Directions, tobe by them ſpeedily com- 
mi:nicatcd to ev2ry Parſon, Uicar, Curate, Lectu'er and Pini- 
ſt:r, in every Cathedzal, Collegiate, and Pariſh-Church within 
th:ir ſevecal Dicce'es : Andthat p2nca netly require them to 
implop their utmeſ> 2ndex92ur fo2 the due ob'e vaticn of the ame, 
whereof TUe {Hail expe a ſkcict accomp!? both of yon and every one 
of them : And theſe Dur Letters ſhall be your ſaTicient Warrant 
and Diſcharge tn that behalf, 

Given at Our Court at phirehal, the 1 4. day of Oftober, 

in the 14. year of Our Reign, 1662. 
By Hs Majeſtier Command, 
ED, NICHOLAS, 


VIDA 


Directions concerning Preachers, 


I. Vat no P2eachers in their Sermons p2eſine to 

- meddle ith matters of State, to model new 
Gecyzrnments , 02 take upon them to declare, 
limit 02 baund out the Power and Authozity of 
Doveraign P2inces, 02 toſkate and determine 
the differences betw 211 Pzinces and the People ; but that npan all 
god occaſions they faithfully inffeuct the People in their bounden 
duty of Dubj:>ion and Dbedience to theic Governours ©upe:iour 
and Dubo2dinate of all ſo:ts, and to the eſtabliſhed Laws, accoz- 
ding to the Wozd of God, and the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is contained in the Bomilices of Obedience, and the Ar- 
ticles of Religion ſet fozth by publick Authozity, 

II. Zhat they be admoniſhed not to ſpend their time and fady 
in the ſearch of abſfruſe and ſpeculative Notions, eſpecially in and 
about the deep pints of Clection and Repzobation, together with 
the incomp2ehenſivle manner of the concurrence of Gods Free 
Gzace and Yans Free Uill, and ſuch other controverſtes as de- 
pend thereupon : but howſoever, that they pzeſume not poſitively 
and doctcinally to detefmine any thing concerning the ſame, 

11I, That hey fozbear in their Sermons ozdinarily and caufleflp 
toenter upon the handling of any other controverſies of leſs mo- 
ment and d'fficu'ty : but when'oever they are occaſioned by invi- 
tation from the Tert they pzeachnyon, o2 that in regard of the Au-' 
ditozy they p2each unto, it may ſem requ'ſt e 02 expedient ſo to do ; 
That in ſuch caſes they do it with all modeſty, nravity a4d candoz, 
aſſerting the Doctrine and Diſc'pl ne of the Church o* England 
from the cavils and obj: ons of ſuch as arc Adverſari's to either, 
wiihout bitterneſs, railing, jering, oz other unneceſſary 02 un- 
ſemlyp2!ovocation, 

IV. That fo2 the mo2e ediſying of the Pcople in Faith and 
Godline's ( the afozeſaid Abuſes laid aſide ) all £inift:rs amd 
P2eachers i" their ſeveral rep:> v? Cures ſhall not enely diligent- 
ly apJlv them elves to Catech $2 the younger ſozt, acco2ding as in 
the ok of Common P2ayer is appointed; bat alſo ſhill in their 
oninary Dermons inſiſt chiefl» vwon Catechetical Doctcines, 
'whecein are contained all th? nzceTary and uwncuvted Uerities 

of 


of Ch2ifim Religion) declaring withall mito their Congregationg 
what infl1ences ſuch Dottctnes ought to have into their libes and 
converſations, and fficring them up effectually, as well by theic 
Examples as their Doccines, to the pzartice of ſuch Religious 
and Yozal Duties as are the paper reſults of the ſatd Doctcines, 
as Delf-denial, Tontempt of the Wozld, Yumility, Patience, 
Pekneſs, Temperance , Juſtice , Percy, Dbedience, and the 
like ; and to a deteitation and harming of fin, eſpecially ſuch ſins 
as are (0 ri'e among us, and common to the Age we live in; ſuch 
are thoſe uſually ſtyled the Seven Deadly ones ; in Hozt, all kind 
of :Debauchery, Denſuality, Rebellion, P2ofaneneſs , Atheiſm, 
and the like, And becauſe theſe licentious times have cozrupted 
Religion even in the very rots and foundations, That where ther: 
is an Afternons Crercile, it be eſpecially ſpent either in erplain- 
ing ſome part of the Chu:ch-catechiſm, o2in pzraching upon ſome 
fach Text of Scripture as will pzopecly and naturally lead to the 
handling of ſomething contained in it, oz may conduce to the expo- 
ſition of the Liturgy and ÞPzayers of the Church, (as occaſion ſhall 
be offered) the onely canſe they g:ew into contempt amongſt the 
People being this, That they were not underſt@d, That alſo the 
Miniſter, as often as conveniently he can, vead the Þ23ypers him- 
ſelf; and when he cannot doſo, he p!ocure oz p22vide ſome fit per- 
fon in Yoly Dzders, who may do it w'th that gravity,viftinaneſs, 
devotion and reverence, as becomes (o holy an action : And when- 
ſozver by reaſon of his infirmity, oz the concurrence of other Offi- 
ces, the time may ſ&m tw ſhozt, oz he nnable to perfoam the office 
of both ÞP2ayecs and Sermon at leagth, he cathec ſhoaten his Di(- 
courſe 02 Sermon, than omit any thing of the P2ayers, leſt he in- 
cur the penalty of the Act foz Anifozmity, requiring them to be read 
accozding as the 1Bok directs, 

V. And further Dur Will and Pleaſure is, That all Piniſfers 
within their ſevecal Cures be enjIpned publickly to read over unto 
the People ſuch Canons as are 02 ſhall by in fozce, at leaft once, 
and the £@hirty nine Acticles twice every pear, ta the end they 
may the better we:ſtand, and bz m2ze thavughly acquainted 
w:thth; Doctrine and Diſcipline 0: the Charch of England, and 
not ſoeaſlly dzxwn away fromit as fozmerly theyhave ben, 

VI. Since Pzeach'ng was not anciently the wazk of every 
Peſt, bat was reftcained'to the choicelk pecſons fo2 gravity, pus 

dence 


ViIh 


dence and learning ; fhe Archbiſhops and Biſhops of this kingdom 
are to take great care whom thep Licenſe to Pzeach, and that all 
Gzants and Licerc:s ofthis kind heretofoze made by any Chan- 
cellour, DFicial, Commiſſary, 02 other Decular perſon, (who a:e 
p2eſumed not to be ſo competent Judges in matters of this nature) 
be accounted void and null, unleſs the ſame ſhall likewiſe be al- 
lowed by the Archbiſhop, 02 the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and that all 
Licences of P2eachers hereafter to be made 02 granted by any 
Archbiſhop 02 Biſhop, ſhall be only during pleaſure, otherwiſe to be 
void to all intents and purpoſes, as if the ſame 

had never been made nozgranted. 

VII. Laffly, That fo2 the better obſerving of the Lozds-day, tw 
much neglected of late,they ſhall, as by often and ſerious admoniti- 
ons,and ſharp repzwfs,endeavour to d2aw off people from ſuch idle, 
debauched, and pzofane courſes,as diſhonour God, bing a ſcandal 


come be pzevented, 


Given at Our Court at #hicebal, Offober the 14. in the 
14. year of Our Reign, 1662, 


By Hu Majeſtic: Command, 
ED, NICKMOLAS, 


BRRATA 
Age 7. line 16. read great. p.1o.J.peunlt.r; xugvytiiodlas. pro, 


1.264277. \ for 1... p.t2.l.9.r, The Verb, p.r5.4.16.r. jufli 
ſanc, p.16./.11. 7, fallible, p.21./.12.r, Sozomen, 41d ehoxbar@, 
L14.r. Mdeezerbas. p.24.47. Pammachium, p.30..3 5.7, poſt 
illa. p.39.. ul. for queſtion r, Anſwers, p.qo0.1.7.7., maintaining 
it, p.434420, Fs Cannot. p.564.6.7, honore Presbyreti, 


YIDA 


THE INTR OD UCTION. 


1 Mongſt the infinite methods and 
arts of Satan wherewith in all Ages 
he hath infeſted and troubled God's 
Church, none hath proved more 
miſchievous and deſtructive then 
the perverſion and deprayation of 
things good and holy , whereby 
the old Serpent playing an Afrer- 
game hath been ſo lucky and proſperons, that even thoſe 
things, that —_—_— deſigned as means for 
the planting and building up of Gods Church, hath by 
this new artifice of theDtvett, proved powertull weapons 
to ſupplant and pull it down, That what Saint Pau! 
ſaith of fin ; it took occaſiou by the commandment, and 

ew him; ſo the Devil hath taken occafion by things in 


their firſt appointment good, to deceive, and ruine men 


as deſperately, as he did by heatheniſme ic ſelf, Ir is an 
obſervation of St, Cyprian in his book de wnitate eccleſie, 
That when the Devil ſaw his trade of Idolatry faile ar 
the comming of Chriſt, and the Seats, and Tem- 
ples of Idols were overthrown , Excogitavit novdm frau- 


dem, ut [ub ipſo Chriſtiant nomins titulo fallat incautos, 
C hereſe; 
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hereſes invenit, & ſchiſmata , He deviſed a new trade of 
herefte and ſchiſme, that under the colour of Chriſtiani- 
ty, he might deceive unwary ſouls, and thereby ſubvert 
the truth, and corrupt the faith, 7 his new impoſture of 
the Divels hath been ſo operative and effectuall, daily ex- 
perience teacheth, That Chriſtianity it ſelf che -onely 
true, and excellent religion, is againſt her nature made a 
mother ofa (| purious oft-ſpring,contention, war, rebellion, 
The Scripture, that admirable Syſteme of divine reve- 
lations, is polluted by the prophane uſage of every bold 
Dogmatizer, Every inſtitution of Chriſt is adulterated, 
and turned to his diſhonour, The Publick ſervice of 
God, which if rightly performed would come betore him 
as incenſe, and as the Morning Sacrifice z by vain repeti- 
tions, extemporary boldneſſe, and tumulruary effuſions 
of lare became the Sacrifice of Fools ; the ſacred Eucha- 
riſt, chat is ordained as a bond, or ligament to knit us toge- 
ther in unity, is by Satans malice the golden apple of 
contention : an occaſion of wofull diſtration amongſt 
Chriſtians, and the fuel! of eadlefſe and irreconcileable 
controverſie, The Lovye-feafts uſed in the Apoſtles times 
for the procreation, and conſervation of charity, did 
ſoon degenerate into nurſeries of riot and difenrios 
Tertwl. (ib, 2 6d T he Publick Vigills apon the Evens of Feſtivals, at firſt 
#7. 14-064: { advantagious to Chriſtian piety, and obſerved with ſo 
much zeal and devotion, in time were changed into pub- 
like diſorders, It were endleſle to recxon up all the ſa- 
cred rites of Chriſtianity, the Devi! hath made uſe of, to 
promote his own Kingdome, and weaken Chriſts, But 
amongſt all thoſe, there is none more viſtbly, and danger- 
ouſly abuſed, then the Ordinance (as they call it) of 
Preaching, which at firſt was the organ in the hand of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles for the converſion of the world : 
but now by Satans malice and {ubtil:y is become a great 
| inſtru- 
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inſtrument for the diſturbance of Chriſtiaa Chutches 
and Nations, That it may be a queſtion, whether the 
exceſle of Preaching in later times hath not done more 
hurt, then the want of it heretofore, Tis certain in Mo- 
rality, that the vice in Excefle, is ſometimes as oppoſite 
to the middle virtue, as the vice in Defe&t, We have lived 
to ſee by ſad experience, that vitious, and excelSive 
Preaching, hath been both oppoſite, andtatal! ro the moſt 
exce!lent Church in Chriſtendome, and that diverſe and 
ſund:y wayes, 

Firſt, by abeteing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Sacrilege, Rebel- 
lion, Rapine, and all manner of villany, Howloever this 
bullion was digg'd ont of a lower region, yet it was min- 
red, ſtamped, made authentical in the Pulpit, Thongh 
choſe impes of the Devil, had their conception elſewhere, 
yet here they had their Birth, Legicimation, and Chri- 
ſtendome, From this quarter blew the wind, that raiſed 
the rageing of the Sea, and the madneſle of the people, 
It was a ſaying of old, that Athenas oratorum eloquentia 
perdidit, 1 will not ſay, that the eloquence of our Preach- 
ers deſtroyed us; but their bawling, their clamorous obſtre- 
perouſneſſe did, For while theſe Demagogues had the 
peoples ears tyed ro their tongues, they conveyed all 
manner of poyſon into their hearts, T hey who remem- 
ber the glory of the firſt Temple, know how firſt it came 
to be Eclipſed ,and afterwards invelop'd in univerſall dark- 
nefle ; And they who live to ſee the building of the ſe- 
cond Temple, know what mighty —_ it finds 
trom the fierce and warlike nation of the Pulpiteers, 

Secondly by deletion, and extinction of all the parts 
of Gods worſhip, whereas Gods worſhip is the end of 
preaching, and preaching is but medium cults ; And the 
means is no further ſuch, then it ſerves unto the end, 


The matter was ſo -m—_—_— preaching had exgpalies, 
2 an 
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and inonopolized all the parts of Gods worſhip, and was 
become the ſole worſhip of God, Cartwright, and his 
diſciplinarians, were modeſt in reſpe& of theſe Empiricks, 
They allowed ofno Sacraments without Sermons, Theſe 
made Sermons alone all-ſufficient without Sacraments, 
They held that the adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
without Sermons was damaable Sacrilege, Theſe by 
4 more damnable Sacrilege deſtroyed the Sacraments 
themſelves, ſo that all the worſhip of God, was tarned 
to Preaching much, the moſt part whereof hath been 
lictle better then vain babling. 

Thirdly, by eclypſing and diſparaging of Gods word 
cantained in the holy Scripture; for not only Gods Wor- 
ſhip was laid aſide, but the Bible ir ſelf was turned out of 
doors, Thereading of the Scripture which. obtained in 
the Jewilh and Chriſtian Churches in all ages, and was 
generally found to be of ſingular uſe, and benefit, was 
| abandon'd and eſteemed of no efficacy without ſome of 
their new deſcants upon it, That as the Superſtitious 
Rabbins proverbially ſaid, Plus eſt in verbs ſcribarum, 
quamin wverbis legs, ſo they thought there was more 
efficacy in the words of men, then in the words of God : 
And thereupon imparted the peculiar glory of his word 
unto that which is not his word, For Sermons are not 
the word of God but equivocally, becauſe the word of 
God is the ſubject, and ſhould be the rule whereby they 
are framed, Burt foraſmuch as in Sermons, there is a 
mixture of Mans wit and invention, ſometimes a tincture 
of Errour and Malice z For men to. lay aſide the imme- 
morial and profitable cuſtom of reading the holy Scri- 
ture, and obtrude upon: the people in- the place of it, 
their Sermons,as the pure word of God,is-a ſacrilegious 
diminution of its Authority, It the Romaniſt be ob- 
noxious to ſo.much cenſure, tor ranking the Traditions " 
the 
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che Church in equipage with the word of God written, 
what inſolence is it in men to prefer their fancies and in- 
yentions, not only before the Traditions of the Church, 
but alſo the undoubred word of God it ſelf? 

Fourthly, by the bringing in a new kind of Idolatry 
we are told of diverſe kindsof Tdoftatry in the Roman 
Church z; worſhipping of Images, worſhipping of Saints 
and Angels, worſhipping of the Hoſt, Bur now there is 
a. new kind of Idolatry brought iato the Reformed 
Church, worſhipping of Sermons, No ignorant Papiſts 
idolize any Image or Saint departed more then ſome 
people do theſe Sermons, They adore them, they attri- 
bute an omnipotency to chem ia ſaving Souls, ex opere 
operato, they place their atfiance in them,, They go on 
pilgrimage with as much devotion to worſhip this imagi- 
nation, as the Papiſts do-to the Image of the Lady of 
Loretto, They ſpare no coſt nor charges in their obla- 
tions to theſe Idol ſhepheards, though like the Idols of 
the Heathen they have eyes and ſee not; As the people 
of 1ſrael made a Calf in Horeb, and then fell down and 
worſhipped it z ſo theſe miſguided zelots ſet up Calves 
for their Teachers, and then fall down and worſhip 
them. 

Fifthly, by the deſtruction of the Prieſthood it ſelf ; 
when once by this new and monſtrous Divinity they had 
made us believe that Preaching was the ſole and onely 
office of a Miniſter, and obſerved that infolent Laicks 
pretending to inſpiration, could pertorm that well enough 
to peoples ſatisfaction, T hey ſaw there was no need of 
Prieſts, nor any proviſion tor their maintenance, and 
therefore laid about them to rid themſelves of that 
chargeable order of Eccleſiaſticks : for which purpole, 
firſt they attempted to cut off cheir perſons by various 
injuries,. oppreſsions. and perſecutions z and then to de- 
{troy 
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ſtroy the Prieſthood by ſeizing apon the Church-re- 
venue, Thus they ſerved the Clergy at laſt for their 
preaching, As the Fox did the Crow in the Fable, com- 
mended their voices, till they got away their morſels, 
Laſtly, by overthrowing the ſtudy of Divinity ; for 
ſince preaching came to be of ſuch high eſteem with the 
people, that they meaſure all mens worth by their ſides 
and lungs; many of the Clergy give over the difficulties 
of Theology,and content themlelves with ſuch ſuperficial 
knowledge therein, as will qualifie them for popular Prea- 
chers, and no more, The Critical, Polemical, Schola- 
ſtical, Caſuiſtical parts ot Divinity,crown'd with the ad- 
mirable Learning of Fathers, Councils, Eccleftaſtical Hi- 
ſtory , inall which, or at leaſt in ſome, Miniſters ſhould 
excell or be competently verſed, are now laid afide as ſu- 
perfluous,and no way requiſite to the accompliſhment of a 
Preacher, Whence it comes to paſs, that ina Church 
abounding with Preachers, there is a great ſcarcity of Di- 
vines. Abundance of Preachers, but few Divines, 
Theſe conſiderations with others have moved me to 
ſearch into the bottom of this art of Preaching, ro ſee up- 
on what toundation it ſtands, how it was uſed 1n the anci- 
ent Church, what boundaries ſhould be ſer to ir,aſſuring 
my ſelt it would be impoſsible ever to deliver the Church 
from theſe Confuſtons, till Preaching, the deſign of all 
former Retormations, were reformed it ſelf, and reduced 
to the juſt rule, purged from the droſs, and reſtored to 
their hands to whom of right ic belongs, For as in all 
natural and ordinate mutations, there muſt be removens 
prohibens; ſo that there ſhould be in moral mutations, Pru- 
dence diQtates, If there be any thing hinders the Peace 
and Welfare of Gods Church,even that ſhould be remo- 
ved, But how this can be done without the interpoſing of 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, without ſome c_ 
an 
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and Laws firſt deliberately made, and then faithfully exe- 
cuced, is not to be imagined. For though prudent and 
conſiderate men cannot but ſee the horrible inconyeni- 

ence that comes upon the Church by this liberty of pro- 

phecying, yet the Silver-ſmiths that get their living by 

this Craft , and have made of this preaching artem 

xgveomemrinar, the Philoſophers Stone, will cry up this 

Diana, And then the 5: #0a1c?, the many on the other fide, 

who were carryed meerly by opinion, and what they have 

once imbibed, hold, as Pilate, quod ſcripſi ſcripſi,, they 
having receiyed an opinion that this preaching is the A1- 
pha and Omega of all Religion; Ir will be more then an 
Herculean labour to diſpoſleſſe them of their darling fan- 
q Ie was an ingenious device of him, that to expreſs 
the love of preconceived opinions, elegantly painted in 
the gate of humane infelicicy, a greater number of men 
in priſon loaden above meaſure, and —_ with 
heavy chains and fetters, who yet were ſo far from grie- 
ving at their miſery, that they ſtrove amongſt themſelves 
every one for the Prerogative of his ſhackles, while ſome 
licked them, ſome gently touched them, ſome meaſured 
them, ſome covered them with rags from the injury of 
theair, all gloried of cheir impriſonment ; and it any had 
leſs irons then another,he envyed the others happineſs, 
The World is governed all by opinion, and as every Crow 
thinks his own bird faireſt, ſo every man his own opinion, 

though thereby ke is miſerably impriſoned , and the tet- 

ters whereby he is holden be iron, impoliſh'd, bur- 
thenſome, grievous to be born, yet he hugs them 
as Ornaments, not Impediments , as Golden Chains 
and Bracelets, not Iron gyves; and by them lies 
taſt bound in the Dungeon of ignorance: From 
which it a man goes about to deliver them, they 
complaine of fignall injury done them, as the Devi mw 
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of Chriſt : Why art thou come to torment us before the 
time ? With theſe kind of men I can promiſe little ſuc- 
ceſſe to this paper, when I behold the huge mountains of 
prejudice that oppoſe themſelves to truth, and reaſon, 
But when Llook again upon the grand Impoſtures and 
cheats, praiſed upon poor weak ſouls, by theſe new 
Quacks in Divinity , I conſider, though it be not in my 
power to remove, or cure {o great an evil; yet it will be 
ſome diſcharge of Conſcience to teſtifie againſt it, ſome 
ſtep, and furtherance to the cure, to lay open the ſore, 
and to ſhew the neceſsity of the generous Medicaments 
his Sacred Majeſty hath uſed for the healing of our 
breaches in the Church, As certainly *tis a thing of 
huge concernment for the publick peace to look unto the 
regulation of the Pulpit ; from whence ſuch innumera- 
ble evils have broke in upon us, and ſo many inconvenien- 
cies may ariſe for the future, if there be no ſtop to the in- 
ſolence of ſome : ſo there can be no more ſoveraign reme- 
dies to prevent them then the direftions of our Dread 
Soveraign recommended to the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church, I know Reginm eſt bona facere, mala audire 
The beſt ations of Princes are obnoxious to cenſure and 
calumnie, Tgnorant perſons may derogate from them, 
malicious perſons may traduce them y bur none can pro- 
pound a better Catholicon for the cure of this Epidemical 
Diſeaſe in this juncture of affaires, then His Majeſty hath 
done, AndTIhopein this enſuing Treatiſe to make it 
appear to every unp:ejudiced R eader, that His Majeſties 
directions are highly prudential,and agreeable to the Prin- 
ciples of ſound T heology, and the practice of the golden 
age of the Church, It it be demanded, why I have net 
confined my ſelf ro them alone in the treatiſe ? I Anſwer, 
Firſt, becauſe they being not prime verities evident or 
themſelves, it was requiſite I ſhould ſearch out ſome an- 
tecedent 
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tecedens truth, from which theſe doe follow by good 
conſequence, Secondly, becauſe in this diſquifition 
many Homogeneal things offer themſelves, which may 
be of ſome moment to the right underſtanding of the mat- 
ter, It I anſwer not the expeRation of any in this my 
un ertaking, I ſhall Catisfie my ſelf with che intencion of 
doing good ; and that I have according ro my poor ta- 
lent contributed the beſt I can to the juſtification of his 
Sacred Majeſty, and the Peace of my poor labourin 
Mother the Church of England, to whoſe pe ranma, 
lubmit my ſelf, and this poor conception, 

And all that I have to ſay, Iſhall tor orders ſake reduce 
to theſe tour Heads, 

1, Of Preaching in generall, 
| 2, Towhom this Otfice of Preaching primarily be- 
0ngs, 

- . Howit was managed in the ancient Church, 

4. What Innovations have been introduced in theſe 
latter times, 
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CHAP, I. 
Of Preaching in general. 


T He firſt thing I am to treat on, is Preaching in gene- 
rall ; And to doe that I amin Juſtice bound ro give 
ſome account of the importance of the word : Foraſ- 
much as words are the garments of things, and notional 
words make us underſtand the natures of things, As 
Epiftetus, MX" wnaSwoeu; n of] orouedTury' cont} as, The be- 
ginning of knowledge is the conſideration of words, 
Now the word to Preach is =#ev=4#, there is another word 
vyſuitecr, that is often rendred Preaching too, of which 
ſomething afterwards. Bur oy moſt frequent, and = 
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nary word is zngv2jy. The native ſipnification whereof 
being examined, may haply afford ſome light to the 
thing ; And to find our that, I ſhall not ſearch into pro- 
fine authors; but ſeeing the ſtyle and language of the New 
Teſtament is Helleniſticall, content my ſelf ro obſerve 
the uſe of it amongſt the Seventy, with whoſe language 
beſt agrees the ſacred diale&t of the new 1eſtamenc, 
Ani in the-Seventy we find that x14, doth fignifie a 
ſolemne proclaiming of a thing, as when an Herald or 
Cryer does p70 of ficzo proclaim a Law, or Edi, or any 
thing of the like nature, Thus Gep, 41, ver. 43, And 
the Crycr cryed x, exnevZey tunes ty eunry gud, Bur 
in the Prophelie of Fonah tis very remarkable, tha: 
the word +»g1=j in one and the fame place is uſed both to 
ſiznifie the office of Foxah in Preaching to the Ninevites 
and the office of an Herald in making a Proclamation, 
Goe untathat great City, xigutov wiguſue. Preach the Preach- 
ing, Chap. 3. And the People of Ninevebi beleeved God, 
and proclaimed a faſt, % inicvZar mevar, wer, 5, The vul- 
gar Latine renders it, predicaverunt jejuniums And ſo 
doth Arias. Montanus, They preach'd a Faſt, And this 
uie of the word amongſt the 70, isalrogether conſonant 
to the ſenſe of the word in the Hebrew; Fer though 1p 
is 7625010, Of many (1gnifications; yet ris uſed expreſly to 
Gienifie the office ofan Herald, or a Cryer, Day, 3. 4: 
MRITP NIVip1 & praco proclamavit, Then the Cryer cried 
aloud. AS TP here ſignifies to proclaiine; ſo the Herald 
1s ſtyled SINTP from whencel conjecture the Greek word 
ang62 Ceſcends, ' According to this fnſe of the word 
in the Hebrew, and the uſe of it amongſt the Helleniſts, 
we find it once in. our Tranſlation rend:ed Proclaiming, 
Luk.12,3,W, hatſoever & done in ſecret xnguy Incglau, ſhalt 
be proclaimed upon the Houſe-tops, From this impot tance 
of the word we gaine two things, 
Fuſt 
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Firſt, that as a Proclamation is the a& cf an Aucho- 
rized perſon, an Herauld or Cryer, ſo Preaching is the 
a&t of a publick Authorized perſon, 

Secondly, that as a Proclamation is a promulgation of 
a Senatuſconſult, Edict, Necree, or Law, to whom it was 
not known before ; ſo preaching is a publiſhing, or pro- 
mulgation of the Goſpel to whom it was not known be- 
tore, as [ews, Pagans, Infidels, Howſoever through in- 
advertency or pre-poſleſsion men have not generally ob- 
ſerved it, yet upon ſerious conſideration it will be mani- 
feſt thar preaching in the Goſpel-notion, eſpecially refer- 
ring to the Goſpel, ſignifies a publiſhing, or making ic 
known to Jews, Gentiles, and unbelievers only, And 
therefore we are carefully to diſtinguiſh betwixt zngvarey 
and M1Mdoxer, xngiarey Preaching in the Goſpel imports 
the prime promulgation of the Goſpel to them that never 
knew of it ; 4:4ox«», the Confirmation of them who 
already had received it, Preaching imports the publiſh- 
ing of the Goſpel de novo, where it was never heard 
on before : Teaching imports the inſtructing of them in 
Chriſtianity, which already they have profeſſed and be- 
lieved, This obſervation I find firſt made by Gulielmus 
Lunicenſis in his Book de ſtatu Eccleſie, Predicare (faith 
he) eſt Gentiles, Fudeos & Infideles,vel catechumenos ad 
gratiam Baptiſmi wocare , docere eft baftizatos, qualiter 
coutra ſuperbtum humilitate, &Cc, muniantur inſtruere, 
To preach is to call the Gentiles, Jews, and Infidels ro 
the grace of Baptiſm : To teach is to inſtruct them thar 
are Baptized, how by humility they ſhould be armed 
againſt Pride, &e, And this diſtin&tion may be grounded 
upon the Commiſsion of our Lord and Saviour to his 
Apoſtles before his Aſcenſion ; Go preach the Goſpel to 
every creature, Mark 16,15, Go make Diſciples in all Na- 
tons , baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

D 3 Son, 
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Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Ar$doxarnis, teaching them to 
do whatſoever 1 command you, Mar, 28, 20, upon 
which words Luc as Brugenſis obſerves well, That alia 
Vox eſt greca verſu fuperiort ualnre/ care diſcrimen hoc eſſe 
videtur, quod uelnriver fit docere eos, qui a dottrina Evan- 
gelit alteni ſunt, ita ut reddas eos Diſcipulos; I146 7rar vera 
docere jam PR redditos + This Verb inthe former 
Verſe ſignifies a teaching of them who are ſtrangers to 
the Goſpel; in order to the making of them Diſciples . 
. burche Participle in the laeter Verſe imports a teaching 
of them who are already made Diſciples. It this. be nor 
foundation enough to bear up this Superſtructure, we are 
turniſhed with two Texts more by a very Learned Cri- 
tick, Mr. Thorndike, wherein this difference is viſible, 
As 5.42, They ceaſed not to teach and preach Feſus 
©hriſt, to teach him to the Church, ro-preach him to the 
Jews in the Temple ; and Acts 15. 35. Paul alſo and 
Barnabas continued in #ntioch, teaching and preaching the 
word of the Lord, teaching it to the Church, preaching it 
toUnbelievers , if any yet be iinſarisfied, it will be more 
evident by comparing two. places. more in. St, Pals 
Epiſtles, che one is Rom, 15. 20, 21, where St, Paul 
Fpeaking of his deſign of planting the Goſpel (faith) hz 
ſtrived £0 preach the Go ſel, * 377 wrouddy yes, not where 
Chriſt was named, But here we muſt takenotice that the 
word for preaching is wayſita,. which differs not 
much from z#gv@wy, xne62w importing a publiſhing of 
Chriſt de novo, tveyſritsa2a a publiſhing of Chriſt 1an- 
quam bona nova, a5 good news 1s publiſhed, and it it be 
25 news, then. it muſt be to-them ro whom it, 4s news, 
And therefore the Apoſtle faith, he rived to Evangelize 
where Chriſt was not named. Upon which words S,Chyyſ0- 
flow obſerves, Non dicit ubi non crediderant, ſed ubi non- 
dum nominatus eſt Chriſtus : He ſaith -uot where = ” 
ieve 
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liewed not but where Chriſt was not ſo much a4 named The 
other is 1 Cor, 4, 17, where the Apoſtle (peaking of :his 
labour in.inftruing of the Churches already planted, he 
uſeth another ſtyle, As I teach in every Church, From 
this further examination of the word, and the diſcovery 
of the importance of it. in the Goſpel-notion,. another 
ConſeQary follows, 

Thar. the. Preaching, which is ſub precepro,under the 
expreſs command of Chriſt in the Goſpel, and is ſo fre- 
quently mentioned there, isrhe prime:promulgation of 
the'Gofpelito unbelievers, and of peculiar concernment to - 
the Apoſtles ; who befides other extraordinary Preroga- 
tives had an unlimited Commiſsion to go 1ato all. the 
World, and preach the Goſpel z0 every creature :* And fo 
thoſe Texts that lay a.ſtrict obligation upon the Apoſtles 
of preaching under the pain of incurring Gods heavy dif- 
pleaſure, as A&, 4.19, 20, 1 Cor, 9,16, are of Perſonal 
concernment to the Apoſtles, and to be underſtood of the 
prime promulgation of the Goſpel ro unbelievers , and 
Concern got us Presbyters, unleſs we chink our ſelves ob- 
liged by the Commiſsion Chriſt gave his Apoſtles to go 
preach io the Americans and Indians, The words Zi- 
ſhop and Presbyter are words of relation, relating to the 
ſeveral Provinces and Flocks under their charge : 
Though they have a duty incumbenton then of inſtruc- 
ing them in Chriſtianity , yet not of preaching the Go- 
ſpel to every creature, as the Apoſtles had ; they have 
not thoſe extraordinary enablements of Tongues, and 
Miracles, and immediate Inſpiration ſimply neceſſary un- 
to that work, and whereby their Doctrine became Au- 
thentick and Divine, as that the Faith of the Hearers was 
without turther inquiry to be reſolved into it, as into a 
divine Revelation, In which ſenfe alone St, Pauls words - 
are verifiable, Rom, 10,14,17, Faith comes by Woving, 
ants + 
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and Hearing by the Word, How ſhall they hear without 4 
Preacher, &c, I deſire to know what man dares (the 
Pope excepted, to whom fome of his vain Flatterers pre- 
ſume to attribute Intallibility) aſſume to preach in ſuch a 
notion, as to make his Doctrine that, whereinto Audito- 
rum fides ultimo reſolvitur, which it not, then there is not 
par ratio, nor pay obligatio, nor par poteſtas, between us 


and the Apottles, as to the ſtri& notion 2nd othice of a * 


Preacher in Scripture language, 

But whatſoever the importance of the word is in the 
Goſpel notion, yet now the word Preaching is become a 
word of Art, and is uſed to fignifie that a&t of the Mini- 
ſterial Function, which conliſts of inſtructing Chriſtians in 
their duty ; and in that ſenſe from henceforward I ſhall 


take it, and for the more diſtin& underſtanding of the 


thing, make ſome little enquiry into the kindes of 
Preaching mentioned in the Goſpel. . 

And firſt there we find a Preaching by Inſpiration, and 
a Preaching by Pains and Induſtry. 

A preaching by Inſpiration, ſuch as I now intimated, 
Of this ſort was the preaching ot Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and thoſe who were endued with extraordinary gifts of 
Prophecying in the Apoſtles times. They all pake with 
Tongues as the ſþirit gave them utterance, they were 
Ieo/tSoxror taught of God, It is not you that ſpeake, but the 
Spirit of my Fath:r that ſpeakethin you, And the Spirit 
(peaking in them after their inauguration to their Apo- 
{tleſhip,2nd Miniſtry on che day of Pentecoſt, gave St. Part 
reaſon co call that ther Miniſtry,;the Miniſtration of the 
Spicit, 2 Cox,3, 

Thea there is a Scripture-preaching by Pains and In- 
duſtry, at leaſt not. without it altogether, After this 
manner it ſeems T;mothy preached, and therefore is ex- 
horted rogiveattendance to reading, and to ſtudy, to 
thew himſelf a workman, 8&c. Again, 
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Again, thereis a Preaching by Writing, and a Preach- 
ing by Sermons : one that is 4 ris yaarine, another 4a 
Ths x96, One that is Zyſezp@;, another tyezp®, As Clem, 
Alexan, in lib, 1, -_ The Apoſtles themſelves did nor 
Preach altogether by Sermons, | Ly writing of the Goſ- 
pel they were Evangeliſts, and did preach the Goſpel to 
unbieleyers; by writing of their Epiſtles, they did teach: 
the Church, and theretore Saint Par/ doth call his Epi- 
ſtle to the Romanes, his Goſpel, Komw, 2,16, Solomon 
was a famous Preacher ; yet we are not certain that he 
Preached otherwiſe then by writing, 1 he Prophets were 
Preachers too, but they did not preach altogether by 
Sermons, 7 he Prophet Feremy 15 colnmanded to write 
his Viſtons and Revelations imparted to him, Chap. 30.2, 
Mr, Calvin ſaith in his Preface to 1ſaiah, Prophetis mos 


 fuit, poſtquam juſti ſunt, aliquid populo nunciare, pancis 


ſumman rerum completti, & valuis templi prefigere: It 
was the manner of the Prophets, when they were commanded 
t0 deelare any thing to the people, to contra? the ſumme of 
the matter in writing, and fix it upon the doors of the 
Temple, 

Laſtly, there is a Preaching in ones own perſon, and a 
Preaching by Proxy, A Preaching in ones own perſon, 
Thus Chriſt himſelt Preached while he dwelt amongſt 
us, and thus che Apoſtles Preacl'd where they came 
themſelves, Then there is a preaching by Proxy : And 
thus Chriſt himſelf preach'd after his Aſcenfſion into Hea-- 
ven, Epheſ,2, 17, He came ard preached _ unto you, 
i, e, by his Apoſtles ,, And thus the Apoſtles preached, 
where they came not themſelves , by the. Evangelift 
there ſubſtitutes. 

From theſe kinds of preaching I ſhall deduce ewo 
or three Corollaries more, and ſo conclude this . part of 
my undertaking, 

Furſt 
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dee Dr. Ca- 


To whom this Office of Preaching 

Firſt, That that frequency of preaching cannot be 
expected from us, that was uſed by the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles : becauſe they preach'd by in{puation, we by 
pains and induſtry only, 

Secondly, That men may preach in. a Goſpel-norion, 
and yet never make a Sermon in a vulgar Notion, 
They may Preach by Writing, and Preach by Proxy, 
Preach by their Hand, as well as by their Tongue. See 
Dr, Holdſworth in preleft, prima, non procul ab In- 
ito, 

T hirdly, That ſeeing our Preaching is not by imme- 


diate inſpiration of the Spirit, *tis infallible, and ſubjeR ro 


errour ; and therefore 1s ordinable by our Supertours, 
and reducible to ſuch diretions and rules as moſt con- 
duce to the promotion of Peace and Piety, 
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CHAP. H. 
To whom this Office of Preaching primarily belongs. 


Tx ſecond thing T ſtand charged withal, is to enquire 
and reſolve, to whom this office of preaching pri- 
marily belongs : Foraſmuch as 'tis Gods will, that no- 
thing ſhould be done in his ſervice either raſhly, or, 
diſorderly, Ubi etiam, & 4 quibus peragi wult, ipſe ex- 
celſiſsima ſua voluntate definivit, Clem, Rows, pag. 52, He 
hath defined by his moſt Heavenly will, both in whacr 
place, and by what perſons, he will have divine offices 
performed, Ir ſtands us in hand then, co know to whom 
this office belongs; And the examination and reſolution 
of this will opena fair way tv the juſtification of many 
things in his Sacred Majeſties late Direftions, But for the 
Indagarion of this I muſt premiſe ccxtain Principles and 
Maxzximes. The 
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The firſt is, that the foundation of all Authority is in 
Chriſt, All Eccleſiaſticall Authority, or Authority to 
any Ecclefiaſticall Office is in Chriſt originally z in others 
bur Derivately,, For as it was foretold , That the Go- 
vernment ſhould be upon hi ſhoulders, Iſa, 9.6, $0 that 
phe Spirit of the- Lord was upon him and anointed him tg 
preach glad ridings, Iſa. 62, 1, And this truſt which his 
Fat her committed to him, he diſcharged in'his own per- 
{on, while he was upon the Earth, He Preached the 
Golpel, converted Sinners, made Diſciples : Hence he 
is ſtyled IJiSerranG, Dodtor, Sweats, an Apoſtle, 6s Terulu, 
The Shepheard and giſhop of our nm. 1 Pet. 2.25, 

The Second is, that the authoricy, and power neceſla- 
ry for the Goyernment of his Church, which was inhe- 
rent in bis own perſon, during the ceconomie. of his Hu- 
miliation, he did. betore his Aſcenſion delegate to his 
Apoſtles, Inchoatively, 7ohn 20, 21,22, 23, fully and 
perfectly upon the day of Pentecoſt, when by the deſcen= 
ding of the holy Ghoſt upon them, he endued them with 
power from above, according tohis promiſe, Luke 24. 48.. 
As 1, 8, But the particular delegation to this power of 


preaching, we have in particular meationed by it (elf, . 


Once Mat, 10,6, 7, But this waslimited to the loſt fheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael, The generall commiſsion was 
given them, Mat. 28, 19, 20, Inwhich our Lord and Sa- 
riour impowereth them as Planters, to preach the Goſpe! to 
unbelievers - as Governours and Paſtors t9 feed hs flocks, 


the Church, It it be objected here, That our Lord aiid $ 1=- - 


wviour granted a Commiſsion to the Seventy to preach the 
Goſpell, as well as-30 the Apoſtles, Luke 10,1, | 
f grant it, but withall anſwer, That that was Tess 
xaicgv, temporary of fhort duration, axd\ to expire at their 
return $ Þut this is of perpetual duration, 
And that's the third thing : would lay as a groun1, 
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that the Apoſtolate is of perpetual duration, though tne 
Apoſtles taken divifm in their. perſons were to die ſhort. 
ly after , yet taken conjun&#im with their Sncceſſours, as 
Abrahams with his Pofterity, they are to continue to the 
Worldsend, Though the Perſons of the Apoſtles were 
mortal like other men, yet the Office of the Apoſtolare 
was, quoad ordinariam poteſtatews, ever to continue 1n the 
Church, This is evident, Firſt, by Chriſts promile ad- 
ded by way of encouragement in their Commiſsion, 
Mat, 28. ult, 1 ammith you to the end of the World : but he 
could net be with them in their perſons to the end of the 
World ; and therefore, chough they failed in their per- 
ſons, yet the Apoſtolate muſt continue, Secondly, by 
matter of fa&, for when Fudas by tranſgreſsion fell, Mat- 
thias by the eleven was choſen to the Apoſtleſhip in his 
room ; and it was thought in St, Peters judgment a thing 
neceſſary, As 1,20, When Fames was ain, Saud and 
Barnabas were called to the A4poſftolate, And 'tis very 
memorable what Clemens Romanus in his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians avoucheth to this purpoſe : Our Apoſtles 
(ſaith he) knew by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt chat there would 
be contention, 6 1% oveuar@& 7h choxenis, about the naxe 
of Epiſcopacy, and for this cauſe being endued with 
perfect preſcience ordained the foreſaid perſons, and after- 
wards made a Law or order, that when they died other 
appruved men ſhould ſucceed in their Otfice, and execute 
the Fun&tion, Laſtly, by the teſtimony of St. Paul, 
Epheſ. 4. ver, 11,12,13, He geve any Apoſtles, &c, 
pk % ©: xerey Throw till we all meet together ; and that could 
not be within the compaſs of that Generation wherein the 
ewelve primary Apoſtles lived, and therefore there were 
Secondary Apoſtles to follow them, LZyrs upon the 
place obſerves, that thoſe words, til me all meet, &c, do 
denote the duration of rhatOftfice tillChriſts coming again 
*- judgment, All 


primarily belongs. 

All the queſtion is now concerning the Perſons who 
ſacceed in the. Afoftolate , and we might ſuperſede that 
enquiry, if we would hearken to the unanimous ſuffrage 
and voice of Antiquity delivered to us by St, Ferome 1n 
his Epiſtle to Marce{ againſt Montanns, who (he faith) 
places the Biſhops in the third place, but apud nos Apoſto- 
lorum locum tenent Epiſcopi, with as Buhops hold the 
place of the Apoſtles, Thus much is evident out of the 
Scripture it felt, that as the. Apoſtolate is called by Sr, 
Lake a Biſhoprick, 4&s 1, 20, ſo afterwards Bithops 
were called Apoſtles ; which argues the identicy of the 
Apoſtolate and Epiſcopacy, St, Paul was none of che 
twelve, yet called an Apoſtle «ar' iZ»y3», St, Fames Bi- 
ſhop of Fernſalem was none of the twelve, 1 Cor, 15, 5, 
7, yertcalled an Apoſtle, Gal, 1. 19, Epaphroditus was 
none of the twelye, yet called an Apoſtle, Phil, 2, 25, 
vxay drier, thus Timothy, Titus, Clemens, and many 
others being Biſhops are all called by che Ancients Apo- 
ftles, All which abundantly thews the identity of the ordi- 
nary power of the Apoſtleſhip and Epiſcopacy, Theſe 
things being premiſed,. it will be eaſte to determine to 
whom the Ofttice of Preaching chiefly belongs ; namely, 
to thoſe who ſucceed in the 4poſtolate, to them who are 
Secondary Apoſtles, Biſhops, as-will turther appear by 
three things, 

Firſt, becaufe Biſhops have the chief cure of all Sou!s 
in-their Dioceſe; all Presbyters entruſted with the cure ot 
Souls are but their Curates, and ſo were anciently calied, 
and ſo ſtyled ſtill in our Liturgy, Send down.upon our Bi- 
ſhops and Curates,&Cc,in the 40, Canon of the Apoſtles, 
Piesbyters and Deacons are forbidden to. attempr any 
thing without the Biſhop z and thereaſon is added, nam 
Domini populus ipſi commiſſus eſt, i pro animabus earum 
tic redditurns eſt rationem : - be Lords people is committed 
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#2 him, and for their Souls he muſt give an account, This 
agrees with a Canon of St, Pauls, Heb, 13.17, Obey 
them that have the rule over you, for they watch for = 
Souls as they that muſt give an account, Who ae thele 
Rulers whom the Apoſtle requires us to obey * <# &s- 
xi7@r xt3«, heſpeaks of Biſhops (ſaith Orcumemtes,) Bi- 
ſhops then have the chief cure of Souls, 

Secondly, becauſe they are concerned to ſee the Unity 
of the Church kept, The chief end (ſaith St, Ferom) of 
Epi(copacy, was to obſtruct the diffuſion of Hereſte and 
Schiſm, Comment, in Titum, cap. 1. In toto orbe decretum 
eſt, ut unus de Presbyteris eletFus ſuperponeretur ters, 


ut Schiſmatum ſemina tollerentur : It was decreed in alt 


the World, that one being choſen out.of the Presbyters 
ſiuuld beſet over the reſt, that the ſeeds of Schiſm ſhould 
be taken away, But how can Epiſcopacy be a deletory 
of Schiſm and-Hereſie, if the Biſhop have not the chief 
power of regulating the Pulpit, and preſcribing forms of 
wholtome Doctrine , within which all ſhall be obliged to 
contain themſelves 2 without this *tis impoſsible to pre- 
ſerve either Peace or Truth in any Nation, or Chriſtianity 
ic (elf, which is made up of both theſe, 

1 hizdly, by the Titles given them in the holy Scri- 
-pture,they. are called Prophets, not ot prediction only, but 
ot ordinary Funion, Ads 13, 1. they are called Do- 
ctors, Eph2[. 4. 11, they are called Paſtors, Paſtor is the 
Biihops Title (ſaith che Scholiaſt) and theretore the Apo- 
ſtie does not diſtinguiſh them as he di4 the other, He 
-bach given ſome Paſtors, ſome Doors, but joyns them 
. by a & «ny#7ix01, {ome Paſtors and Doctors , for cer- 
cain the Title of Paſtor remained pecaliar to Biſhops for 
many hundred years after C hriſt ; inſomuch that the 
moſt Learned Biſhop of Wincheſter does challenge Moulin 
:0ſhew him where eyer it was given to a Presbyter, Eo 

ergo 
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ergo te revoc, ut apud Chriſtianos weteres, apud priſca ſe- 
cula, de eorum ſcriptis edoceas, adhiberi nomen Paſtors, 
bi de Epiſcoponen loquuntur, And if Biſhops be the Pro- 
phets, and Paſtors, and Doctors of the Church, to whom 
ſhould the Office of Preaching chiefly and primarily be- 
long but them Thepractice of the ancient Church con- 
firms this, In Fuſtin Martyr the mg; ſtood up and 
made the exhortation, z, e.the Biſhop, In the 19, Canon 
of the Council gf Laod'cea, the ſtyle of the Church ſhews 
this was the practice of the Church at that time, ws7e. res 
guinias i Snowimer, after the Homilies of the Biſhops z, in 
Alexandria Soromon writes, that ures 1hs Tongus 6moKiTwas 
S14erxe, the Biſhop alone of the City does teach, St, Chry- 
ſoſtom in 1, ad Tim, cap. 4, (aith, 18 Tis Mideoxancs, vx iigucs- 
yus drape iy br, that the dignity of the Prieſthood and 
teaching was great, referring to the itguoumn, the Prieſthood 
Timothy was choſen to, and that was the high Prieſthood 
of Epilcopacy, Thom. Aquin.ſupplem, 3, par. queſt, 36. 
artic, 2. in prim. argum, Calls Preaching opus Epiſcopaliſ- 
{imum, the moſt Epiſcopal work ; Eſt:us upon the Sen- 
rences ſpeaking of Preaching, ſaith, ver um hoc munss prin- 
cipaliter Epiſcopis incumbit, qui proprie ſecundum Apoſto- 
lum, Ephel. 4. 11. in Ecclefo conſlituti ſunt Paſtores, & 
Dottores :. Secundario autem Parochis,qut Epiſcopis in hoc 
[aubſidiariam navant operam, But this Othce of Preach- 
ing is primarily incumbent upon the Biſhops, who proper- 
ly according to the Apoſtl: are ordained Paſtors and Do- 
&ors, Secondarily, the Pariſh Prieſts are to be ſubſervi- 
ent to the Biſhop in this ; the Office of Preaching prima- 
rily belongs to the Biſhop, a ſubſidiary labour as the Bie 
ſhops ſubſtitute belongs to the Presbyter, Eſtius tom, 4. 
lib, 4. cap. 20, 

But here there may be a queſtion moved, how the 
Presbyter hath the power of Preaching derived to him, 
whether 
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whether ex vt ordings, ot ex licentia Epiſcopi z by virtue 
of his order, or from the Biſhops licence, But granting 
tharall Pregbyters receive a power topreach by their Or- 
dets,as itt the Chutch of England yet itis onely in a7u 
primo, notin au ſecundo.: though they have a power 
conferred upon them, yer the exerciſe of that power is 
reſtrain:d by the Canons till they havea Licence from 
the Biſhop, I have not met with any thing concerning 
the forms of Ordination uſed in-the ancient Church, but 
I ſuppoſe, howſoever the matter of Ordination and Impo- 
ſition of hands by a Biſhop be an Apoſtolical Tradition , 
yet the form of werds uſed in Ordination is hot ſo, but of 
Ecclefiaſtical inſtitution ; whence it comes that moſt 
Churches vary in their forms of Ordination, In the 
Greek Church the form is divina gratia, que ſemper in- 
firma ſanat, && que deſunt Juppiet, creat ſeu promovet N, 
wentrabilew Diaconum in Presbyterum, Dei mm 
Presbyterum in Epiſcopum : The divine Grace, which al- 
ways heales out infirtnities, and ſupplies our wants, doth 
create or promote N, the Venerable Subdeacon to be a 
Deacon, the Venerable Deacon to be a Ptesbyter, the 
Presbyrer moſt beloved of God tobe a Biſhop, In the 
Weſtern Church they uſe another form, and in that con- 
fer a double power upon the Presbyter, poteſtatem confi 
ciendt corpus Domini, & poteſtatem ligandi & ſolvenai, 
power of Conſectarting the Elements in rhe Sacrament of 
the Holy Euchariſt, and power of binding and looſing, 
Our Bricanick Church (which is a part of the Weterh) 
hath a torm peculiar to her ſelf, yet very much like che 
'old Greek torm mentioned by S.Clem, in his Conſtituti- 
6ns, /.8,c,16,whereit the power of Pteaching alſo is con- 
ferred upon the Presbyter, And yet I have reaſofi enough 
to believe that aftual Preaching (eſpecially according 
to the common undetſ{tanding of that word now-a-days) 


is 
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is ot ſo eſſential to the Order of a Pregbyter,but that he 
may ſ-metimes upon good grounds be debarred from it, 
Firſt, becauſe it a Presbyter be ſuſpended ab officio, 
from bis Office of Preaching, he remains a Presbyter 
ſtill : The Character is indeleble, Nay if a Presbyter be ſu- 
{pended not only from the Office of Preaching, but af 
Conſecrating or Baptizing, orinany kind Officiating in 
the Church z nay, if he be excommunicated, yet his 
Character is indeleble, he remains a Presbyter ſtill , 
and whatſgever he doth by vertue of that CharaQter is 
valid de fatto, though contra jus, This St. Ferom proves 
at large in his Book againſt the Zuciferians, that a Prez- 
byter cannot loſe his Order, And St, Auguſtine in his 
Book ge bono conjugali, cep.24- ſaith expreſly, $1 fiat 0r- 
dinatzo sleri ad plebeny congreg anda, etiamſs plebis con- 
gregatio non ſubſequatyr ananet tamen in ordinatis, ordina- 
tionts ſacramentum: Et fob aliquam culpem, quiſpiam ab 
of ficio removeatar, Sacraments Domini non carebit: It 
their be an Ordination of the Clergy tor the Congregati- 
on of the people, although they have not a Corgregation 
or a Pariſh to attend-upon 3 yet the Sacrament of, Ordi- 
nation remaines in them once ordained: Andit for ſome 
fault any one þe removed from his Office, yet he wants 
not the Sacrament of the Lord, * 
Secondly , becauſe I find that the Church in prudence 
anciently did nat ſuffer. all Presbyters. ro Preach, 
but onely ſuch as were eminent for their Prudence, 
Gravity, Piety, and Abilities. Presbyters and Deacons, 
(faith Grotizs in his Annpt, upon S., Lute 10,1,)did not all 
Preach, but they alone, qu1bws docerds populum poteſtgs 
eb Epiſcopo fat#a et, to whom the power ot woes hag 
people was granted by the Biibop:which Presbyters 
tore (he ſaith) were called by Euſcbins mgsbuliges micw- 
vin; # iehrymers i Yer hb yr, Pregbyters entruſted with the 
explication of the word of God, Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, becauſe I ſee in the ancient Church, there 
were Presbyteri Monachi, Presbyters Monks, Presbyters 
in Monaſteries, which had no cure of- ſouls, St, Hierome 
in his Epiſtle a4 Dammachium tells ns of five- Presbyters 
they had in the Monaſtery of Bethlehem, on purpoſe 
ro adminiſter the Sacrament to devout people there, 
Such a Presbyter was Saint Hierome himſelf, who 
preached not officio woczs, by Sermons, but by writing, 
and did, as many others, quieſcere in monaſterto, 

Laſtly, becauſe I know the Church of England hath 
ordained, allowed, imployed many Presbyters, who were 
no Preachers, In the beginning of the Retormarion ('tis 
well known)we had many Presbyters, that never preach'd 
at all, Within chis 50 or 60 years, amongſt ten Presby- 
ters, there was not ene Preacher, In our Cathedralls at 
'this day, there are divers Singing-men Presbyters no 
Preachers ; And Presbyters they muft be by the rules 
and ſtatutes of their reſpetive Churches, wherein they 
ferve and attend the Quire, 

Bur if Preaching be not eflentiall to the order of a 
Presbyter, what office, or duty is incumbent on him, in 
caſe he be not qualifted, or licenſed to preach 2 

Gulielmus Lunicenſis in his book before alledged, enu- 
merates divers branches of the Presbyters otfice beſides 
Preaching,  - Preſſe, ſubeſſe, orare,offerre, baptizare, be- 
nedicere, reconciliare, communicare arimas Deo commen- 
dare, corpora ſepelire, Ttis his office to- be ſubordinate 
eo the Biſhop, and to obey him from the heart inall things 
lawful : Ir 1s his office to govern his flocks, to know the 
Rate of them, and todire&t-them in their repentance , It 
is his office toPray for the people ; It is-his office to blels 
people 1 marriage ; Itis fi ot fice to- reconcile. men. i» 
articulo mortis ; It is his office to communicate all the 
faithful 5; Iris his office co commend the Sauls of the 
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faithfull going ont of their bodies to God by prayer, Tc 
is his office to bury the bodies of Chriſtian people, So 
there are you ſee many offices of a Presbyter beſides 
preaching z and thoſe not deſpicable, but honourable, 
and (ut ficient to take a great part of a mans time in great- 
er Pariſhes, Andyer preaching is incumbent on him 
the Canons of our own, and the ancient Church alſo, bur 
ſtill with this proviſo, that it be cums licentia Epiſcopi ; 
And by vertue of that, a Deacon (as in the Church of 
England) may preach as well as a Presbyter, For cer- 
tain Origen did, before he was a Presbyter, Origenes li- 
cet nontdum Presbyterii gradu peſens, ab Epiſcops, qui 
ib; exant, non ad diſþ utanduns ſolum, ſed etiam ad Scriptu- 
yas explicandas maznopere in eccleſraſtico conſeſſu rogatus 
et. Euſeb.lib.6, cap.13, Origen though he had not yet at- 
tained the degree of a Presbyter, yet he was earneſtly in- 
treated by the Biſhops who were there preſent, nat onely 
to diſpute, but to explain the Scriptures ina Church-aſ- 
ſembly, 

Well then, having advanced ſo far, though with much 
weakneſſe, yet I hope with ſome evidence of truth, 
That primarily Preaching belongs-to a Biſhop, and bur 
ſecondarily to the Presbyter ex licentia Epiſcopi; There 
is one difficulty behind to remove, before leave this part 
of my uftdertaking ; concerning the non-preaching of 
Biſhops. For if they be properly the Doctors and Pa- 
ftors of the Church, it ſeems altogether inexcuſable; 
that they preach not at all, or very ſeldome, _ To 
this I offer. three things to be ſeriouſly conſidered, 

Firſt, that if they be hindred by Sickneſſe, old age, or 
ſome other natural or even accidental defects, that I ſup- 
poſe will be eaſily conteſt a ſufficient reaſon to. excute 
them from it, 

Secondly, If they ſhall be encumbred with n——_— 
F ® 
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of buſineſſe in the Government of the Church (as ſurely 
ſince the encreaſe of Chriſtians, and the enlarging of 
Pariſhes :znd Dioceſes, tkey find daily more than 
enough,) that alſo cannot but be allowed to be a moſt 
juſt and reaſonable excuſe, Elſe why doth St, Paul make 
»v8rirqs Governments an office in the Church * An 
office which all muſt grant is of as great uſe, as any in 
the Church of God, and which the ſame Apoſtle ap- 
propriates to a Biſhop, 1 Tim, 3, 5, 76; innrancia; $1 


emnarkrile , how ſhall he take care of the Church 


God'? To take care of the Church of God is Ef- . 


ſential to that ſuperiour order, as the very name im- 


"ON 
"Thirdly, ſuppoſing there be no ſach Impediment, yet 
if they ſend others as their Curates to inftrut Chriſtian 
people in all things neceſſary for Salvation, they Preach 
by their Proxies, as the Apoſtles Preached, when they 
came not themſelyes, by the Evangeliſt, Yalerins Bi- 
ſhop of Hippo being a Greek born, and nor killed in the 
—_— ot the Africans, could not Preach to the people 
himſelt, -but imployed St. _—_— being then bur a 
Presbyter,to Prezch in-his tead ; And that was then con- 
tra morem Ecclefie tora Presbyter to Preach in che pre- 
ſence of a Biſhop , And yet Yalerivs was an excellent 
good Biſhop, Poſsidon.in wit. Auguſt, 

Fourthly, that if they write Contucations of Errours, 
or Comments upon the Scripture, or Dire&ions of holy 
Life, as Epiſtles to their people, tor the admonition of 
them in their duty, they Preach by ſo doing, Many of 
the Primitive Biſhops, becauſe they could not through 
diſtance of place inſtruc their people viva voce, did it per 


Epiſtol as Encyclicas, cucular or orbicular Epiſtles , of this 


ſort were the Epiſtles of Clemens Romanus, St, Ignatius, 
&r, Cyprian, in whom are frequent Epiſtles co be found 
to 
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to the Clergy and people of his Dioceſe : And of this ſort 
were the Epiſtles of Se, Paul, and the Catholick Epiſtles 
of St. Peter, St, Fames, St, Fohn, and St, Fude, Burif 
none of theſebe ſatistaRory, take for a full and final an- 
ſwer the Apology of Gregory Nazianzen a Learned and 
holy Biſhop, who being taxed by Xeleuſius the Governour, 
for his filence and retiredneſs , In an Epiſtle told him this 
Parable, je 

The Swallows upona time derided and ſcoffed at the 


Swans, becauſe they did flie the converſe of men, and 


| betook themſelves co Lakes, Rivers, and Deſert pla- 
cesz were ſuch enemies to Muſick, that they ſung bur 
little ; and when = did, they ſung to themſelyes alone, 
and no body heard them, as if they were aſhamed of their 
Melody : whereas they the Swallows affected the com- 
pany of men, and lived about Houſes and Cities, and ſung 
continually, The Swans at firſt would not vouchſafe to 
anſwer ; but when rhey did, they thus excuſed themſelves, 
If any come when we lift up our wings to the Weſt, and 
warble out our harmonious Ditties , they may perceive, 
though we do not fing much,yer oor Mulick is artificial : 
But you make ſuch continual chattering, that you are 
ievous to them that hear you; you enter into mens 
ouſes and moleſt them with your daily obſtreperouſ- 
neſs; and this is the cauſe why you diſlike us, becauſe 
your felyes are over-garrulous, Thon underſtandeſt 
what 1 mean,as Pindarys ſaith, thou mayeſt find my i- 
lence better than thy garrulity, For Concluſion,lle tell 
thee a Proverb very ſhor t,bue true, Tire evorTai rho: Tray 
xtAciet eranhoucty, then the Swans ſhall ſing when the Fack- 
dawes hold their peace, vid.Greg, Naz, Epift, prima ad Ke- 
leuſium Pr eſidem. 
By this time 'the Judicious Reader may eaſily per- 
ceive how many things in His Majeſties Directions con- 
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cerning the Perſon employed 1n Preaching, are taken our 
of the Archives of the Church, and derived from Venera- 
ble Antiquity, as 

Firſt, that actual Preaching by forming Diſcourſes of 
their own upon the Scriptures was not anciently the work 
of every P.ieſt, being not ſimply neceſſary to their order, 

Secondly, that Preaching was reſtrained to the choiceſt 
perſons for Gravity, Prudence, and Learning, 

Thirdly, that no Prieſt might Preach without a Li- 
cence. 

Fourthly, that none can juſtly give a Licence: to- a 
Prieſt co qualifie him for Preaching, but the- Arch- 
_ or Biſhop, they being the ſole Paſtors of the 

urch. 
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3% third part of my ———_— to ſhew-the pru- 
dent managery of this Preaching in the ancienr 
Church , And this thing if it were accurately done 
might ſerveas a pattern upon.the Mount for us all to. 
conform unto, *'Tis a rule in Metaphylicks, that primum 
in unoquoq; genere eſt regula ſequentium z the firſt and 
beſt of every kind is the rule of all that tollows, Now 
the Fathers of the Church were the firſt and beſt Prea- 
chers for their Learning, for their Integrity, for their Free-- 
dom from ſecular Intereſts, for their Wiſdam and Zele in. 
ſaving Souls, as appears by the happy ſucceſs of their la- 
bours in bringing ſo many Heathens to Chriſtianity, ſo. 
many Chriſtians co Mortification and contempt of the 
World, and Martyrdom it ſelf, *But to give a perfect; 

account 


Flow it was managed in the ancient Church. 


account of their praQtice (I confeſs) requires a man better 
verſed in Antiquity than my ſelf, who through want of 
time, books and other encouragements have been. kept 
from thoſe Alights which others have made into the 
lotty Regions of Antiquity ; where the great Lights of 
the Church, the Stars of the firſt Magnitude, moved and 
ſhined : yer ſome tew beams of their prudence I have ob- 
ſerved, which may ſerve to (hew His Majeſties late Di- 
rections in their genuine Colours, and render them more 
I!luſtrious, 

And one a& of prudence in them obſervable, was a 
careful and wiſe proviſion, that Sermons ſhould not- perk 
upinto the Tribunal with the Word, and fit in the fame: 
Thronewith ic, To preſerve the Authority of the word 
of God entire and inviolate, they diſtinguiſhed betwixt . 
the word of God and Sermons, They did not call their 
Sermons the word of God, as ngw,. but uſed terms of di-- 
minution to denominate them by ; as Homilies, Allocu- 
tions, Diſputations, moſtly they were called Tradatus by 
the Latine Fathers, Thus Poſsidonius in the life of 
St. Auguſtine calls all his Sermons Tratatus, Treatiſes ;: 
And thus St, Auguſtine calls his own Sermons upon the: 
Goſpel and Epiſt es of Sr, Fohn,T ratfatus.: And 24S they. 
called their Sermons Tra&atus,. {0 they called the Prea- 
chers Tra&atores, inſfomuch that St, —_ who Preach-- 
ed not officio wocis, ſeems to reckon himſelf amongſt the. 
Tractators, Non ſum tante falicitats, quante. pleriqz; 
hujus temporis Trattatores, lam not of ſo-much dexterity, 
as moſt TraQators of theſe times are, Itis- very certain, 
that as they oppoſed theſe Tractators in reſpect of their 
Authority to the Pen-men of holy Writ, . ſo they: 
did their Sermons and Writings to the holy Scripture,, 
which they eſteemed as the infallible dictate of the holy. 
Spirit.z but the Sermons ofthe wiſeſt Tractators _ 
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and obnoxious to errour z And therefore when S, Ferome 
was taxed for reading of 0rigen an Heterodox Author, 
he excuſeth himſelf, that he read him as he did other 
TraQators obnoxious to errour, Epiſtola 75, adverſmus 


Figilant, 


A ſecond a& of Prudence as I take it was this, that 
chey kept the Pulpit from quarrelling with the Desk, 
Their Sermoas did not intertere orclaſh with their Litur- 
gy ; though Preaching was frequent and had its due 
place and eſteem, yet it was not ſo magnified as the Litur- 
gy was laid afide, or curtailed to make way for a Sermon, 
There was no antipathy then betwixt Sermons and 
Common Prayers, they did not then walk as Antipodes, 


contrary one to another, nor were they as contraries, 


obdgrine 3] xxinar, deſtructive one t0 another,but did afford: 
one another their mutual help, and walk in the Houſe of 
God as Friends, as may be demonſtrated diverſe wayes, 

Firft, by the conſtant imployment of other Offfcers 
in Gods publick ſervice befides Tractators ; Namely 
Deacons, Pſalmiſts, Le&ors, The Preacher did not begin 
till the Reader had done, *Tis obſerved in Fuſtin Mar- 
tyr, Apol, 2' cre narcotlys drayirerrorr0, when the Rea- 
der had done, the Preacher made the Exhortation, 

Secondly, by the time when the Sermons came in, 
which was poſt recitationem Evangelii, after the rehearſal 
ot the Golpel ; whence in after-times Sermons were 
called Poſtills (I conjecture) quaſs poſt ille, becauſe they 
were after the Epiſtles and Goſpels, 

Thirdly, by the ſolemn ſervice after the Sermon every 
Lords-day. There were ever two parts of the Liturgy, 
the firſt and ſecond ſervice : The ſecond ſervice confiſt- 
ed of the Venerable Myſtery of Chriſts Body and Bloud, 
and the Supplications, Interpellarions, Thankſgivings 
wherewith it was Celebrated, which were ſtanding forms, - 
and 
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and ſome of them derived from the Apoſtles, as ſur ſuns 
vorda, equum & bonum, &c, And if this Service did con- 
ſtantly tollow the Homily, then the Sermon did nor 
ſhoulder out the Licurgy, nor the Liturgy the Ser- 
mon, 

Fourthly, by the ſingular reſpe& the moſt famous 
Pulpit-men had for Liturgy in general, Not to ſpeak of 
St, Fames,an Apoſtolical Preacher,who compiled a Litur- 
gy,as the Council of Tru/o acknowledged long ago; and 


the Greek Church to this very day, It is well known - 


that St, Baſil and St, Chryſoſtom were two incomparable 
Preachers in their times, and yet both lovers and compilers 
of Liturgies, *Tis recorded by Proclus, Patriark of 
Conſtaxtinople, that St.Befil and St, Chryſoſtom finding 
men through lothtulneſs and protaneneſs begin to aau- 
ſeare the length of the holy Licurgies compoſed by Sc. 
Fames and St, Clemens two Apoſtolical men; they con- 
tracted their Licurgies and made chem ſhorter, that pec= 
ple might not through the ſubtilty of Satan- apoſtatize 
from the Divine and Apoſtolical 1 radition of Licurgy. 
Biblioth, Patr. _ 5,16, Nowlet the impartial, 
Reader recolle& all theſe Arguments, and judge whether 
in the opinion and practice of the ancient Church, the 
Sermon did quarrel with the Liturgy and caſt it out of 
the Church And whether His Sacred Majeſty had nor 
juſt cauſe ro take care in His Directions that they ſhould 
fairly correſpond and agree together, and for that pur- 
poſe toenjoyn the uſe of one a{well as the other 2 
A third at of Prudence in the ancient Church, was - 
che confining of themſelves and the Preachers to the oc- 
caſion of their meeting, If it werea Feſtival, to the com- 
mendation of that Saint, in whoſe Memory the day 
was obſerved. If it were a greater Celebrity, the Nati- 
vity, Epiphany, Paſsion, or Reſurrection of —_ ; 
wayes 
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| ilwayes they handled ſomething fit to explain the Myſte- 


ry : If it were not upon ſuch a Feſtival day, they kepe 


themſelves to the Leſſon read for the day, This Fuſtin 


Martyr ſeems to intimate in the forementioned place, 
Wher t'1e Reader hath done (ſaith he) the meas, 7, e, 
the Piſhop'in a Speech inſtructs and exhorts the people to 
the imitation of ſuch Excellent things, Tis 5 xaaoy qror, 
theſe good things ſignanter rehearſed in the Leſſons, Thar 


this was the manner of after-ages, optatus ſignifies in 


* -his writings againſt the Donatiſts ; it was the manner of 
"the Donatiſts (faith he) and of Parmeniarn by name, when 


they had begun to Preach upon the Leſſons for the day, 
to fall from a due explication of them. to the railing upon 
the Orthodox, Nullus weſtrum, qui non alind inintet, 
aliud explicet, Lettiones dominicas incipitis, & trattatus 
wveſtros ad noſtr as injurias explicatis, It the Authority of 
Optatus be not ſutficient, we have St, Auguſtines own 
practice recorded by himſelf to ſecond it , who in his 
Sermons de wverbis Domini, does not only handle the Go- 
ſpels read,but refers to them as the ſubject he was obliged 
to treat on, Audivimus Evangelium & in eo, Oc, 
Serm, 1, Saniti Evangelii capitulum, quod modo cum lege- 
retur audivimus, valde me vexavit, Serm, 4.De leftione 
Santi Evangelii hortatus eſt nos Dominns, Serm, 5. 
Happily the Goſpels read then, were not the ſame with 
ours read now in our ſecond Service betore the Commu- 
nion. *Tis certain that the uſe of Dominic.1s, Epiſtles 
and Goſpels tor the day was very ancient, Walafridus 
Strabo will have them as ancient as St, Ferom, cap, 23, 
and not without ſome ground, for St, Ferom himſelf 
does make mention of them in his Book againſt Ygilan- 
Tins : Per totas orientis Eccleſias, quando legendum eſt 
Evangelium accenduntur luminaria,jam ſole rutilante,non 
utiq; ad fugandas tenebras, ſed ad ſignum lItitie demox- 
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firandum, In all the Churches of the Eaſt, when the 
Goſpel is read, Candles are lighted ; not to drive away 
darkneſs, bat by tais ſign to teſtifie our joy, By this *tis 
evident, that in S, Hieroms time ſome Goſpel was read, 
and 'tis probable ſome Goſpel in the ſecond Service at the 
Altar, becauſe there Candles were lighted and uſed, 
Rabanus Maurns goes higher, and ſaith, they obtained 
from the beginning, Sed enim initio mos iſte cantand! non 
erat qui nunc in Eccleſia ante ſacrificium celebratur, ſed 
Epiſtols Pauli reetabantur, & ſanitum Evangelium lis. K, 
7.99, de Inſtitut, Cleric, But that manner of linging 
which is now uſed betore the celebration of the Euchari 
was not from the beginning, yet the Epiſtles of S. Paul 
and the Goſpel wereread, | he uſe of thoſe Dominicals 
was very ancient no queſtion, and ſo was the Preaching 
upon them ; and it were a happy thing if Preachers, as 
anciently, were ſtill confined unto them, 

Firſt, to hold correſpondency with the ancient Ca- 
tholik Church, whoſe example layes a moral obligation 
upon us of imitation in things lawful and laudable re «g- 
yaa negate 

2, To hold Conformity with ſome eminent reformed 
Churches, The Lutherans retain the cuſtom of Preach- 
ing upon the Dominicals. 

3. To prevent wild Vagaries and Excurſions when 
men are [ef to themſelves, 

4. Toacquaint the people with thoſe parts of Scri- 
pture, and the meaning of them, which moſt concern 
their ſalvation, For ſuch ſingular wiſdom 1s uſed in the 
Epiſtles and Goſpels tor the day ; that as the Goſpel lays 
before them the myſteries < our Redemption, fo «in 
Epiſtles all the Rules of holy life, The Goſpel is a Re- 
cord of the Life and Death of our bleſſed Saviour , the 
Epiſtles are InſtraRions for che A of the Church 

in 
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in pious and Chriſtian Converſation, The Goſpel repre. 
ſents unto us the prime Principles and Foundations of 
Chriſtianity ; the Epiſtles contain Snperſtructures upon 
the Foundation. Andif thoſe were duly and fairhtully 
explained to the People, the knowledge of them were 
ſutficient to guide them in the way to Lite Eternal, ang 
would prevent an horrible abuſe of the Scriptures by pev- 
ples petulancy in meddling with Obſcure, Prophetical, 
Apocalyptical parts of Scripture, which they underſtand 
not, and for want of underſtanding wreſt to their own de- 
ſtruction, 

A fourth AR of Prudence it was in the ancient Church, 
That in order to thepreſervation of Peace and Piety they 
would not ſuffer all men chat were licenſed to preach out 
of their own ſtock and abilities, bur required them to 


preach ex theſavro Eccleſie, our of the treaſures of the 


Church, All men that did preach, did not undertake it 
of their own ſtore, of their own judgmeat aud invention, 
making and compoſing Sermons as they pleaſed , but 
they borrowed our of the treaſures of the Church, and 
read the Homilies of the Fathers, Thus it was ordered in 
the Council of Yaſe, car, 4, Power being granted to the 
Presbyters to preach in every City ; in caſe they were 
hindered by any infirmity, the Deacons were enjoyned 
toread the Homnlies of the Fathers, SantForum Patrum 
Homilie recitentur, And the reaſon follows, $i enim 
digni ſunt Diaconi que Chriſt us in Eoangelio locuts eff le- 
gere, quare indigni judicentur ſanttorum Patrum expoſiti- 
ones publice recitare £ It the Deacons be worthy to read 
the Goſpel ot Chriſt, why ſhould they be thoaght unwor- 
thy to rehearſe publickly the Expoſitions of the Fathers ? 
And this gives us ſome ground of conjecture, that the 
Presbyters read Homiltes of the Fachers too , for certain- 
ly not onely Deacons and Pxesbyrers, but eyen Bithops 

them- 
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themſelves did ſo, Gennadizs in his book de illuftribus 
Eccleſie ſcriptoribus teſtifieth, that Cyril Bilhop of Alex- 
andria had written Homilies , which many i-iſhops of 
Greece uſed afterwards : Cyrillus (ſaith he) Alexandrine 
Eccleſie Epiſcopus Homilt as compoſuit plurimas, que ad 
declamandum a Grecis Epiſcopts memorte commendantur ; 
cap.57. Sixtus Senenſ. lib, 4. pag,222, Cyril Biſhop of 
Alexandria compoſed many Homilies, which the Greek 
Biſhops getting by heart preached unto the People, This 
may haply ſeem a diſhonourable thing to ſome men to be 
thus limited , but it it may tend to the peace of the 
Church, it ought not to be grievous, How requiſite 
ſome ſuch Order is in this Church, where ſo many are 
imployed in Preaching, who through faction do «x4, 
make merchandiſe ot the Word of God, or through 
want of Learning turn Plagiaries, and do wivere ex rapto, 
preach Sermons in Print, and oftentimes according to 
their prepoſſeſsions take the worſt, and leave the beſt ; is 
ealie to diſcern: For had they not better be appointed 
where they ſhould borrow ſtuff tor their weekly tasks, be 
limiced and confined to the Homilies of the Church, and 
the Fathers of the Church , than be ſuffered to rake into 
the kennels of Faction and Schiſm, out of which they firſt 
ſuck poiſon themſelves, and chen propine .it to their 
hearers ? 

A fitth A of Prudence in the ancient Church was, 
A wiſe Accommodation of themſelves to the capacity of 
their hearers, avoiding in their Sermons the diſcuſsion of 
ſublime and ſubtil Queſtions, which conduced not to the 
Edification of their Auditory : They generally diſtingviſh- 
ed betwixt 7e #z200x and Te pre, things to be publiſhed 
and things to be kept ſecret : they did not think it meet 
to publiſh all che myſteries of Chriſtianity. to them who 
were not 7nitiati, Initiate in the ſchool of Chriſt, as 
G 2 Hea- 
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Heathens, &c, Neither did they judge it expedient to 
hanJle high and difficule Queſtions before che unskiltul 
Multitude, though 7ritiati, Initiate in the ſchool of 
Chriſt , but condeſcended in their Sermons to the under- 
ttanding of the Yulgar, From hence ic was that they called 
their Sermons Homilies : An Homily is a tamiliar Sermon 
or Speech, accommodated to the ſenſe and underſtand- 
ing of the Vulgar, Ir isa memorable and grave ſen- 
rence of the Emperour Conftantize, recorded by Enſe- 
bins, lib, 2, de vita Conſtant, cap.67, Such Queſtions as 
no Canon or Law of the C.hurch hath preſcribed, but are 
the produdts of diſlolute Idleneſs, ehough they may ſerve 
to exerciſe the ſharpneſs of the wit, we are to lock npin 
the cloſer of our Breaſts, and neither raſhly broach them 
in. the Conventions of the People, nor inconfiderately 
commit them to the ears of the People, For what man 
is there amongſt many_that can accurately underſtand 
them, or worthily explane the meaning of ſuch Myſteries 
involved in ſo- much obſcurity « And it any man be-ſo 
conceited of himſelf, as he thinks he can do-it , who are 
they amongſt the People that can underſtand them £ Or 
whois heat length who can meadle inthe indagation of 
ſuch curious. Queſtions. without danger of Lapfing 2? 
W herefore Loquacity in ſuch things 15 to be reſtrained, 
leſt that we either through imbecillicyof wit fail of the true 
explication of them, or the hearers through the tardity of 
underſtanding come thort of a right apprehenſion of them, 
and ſo fall into a neceſsity or blaſpheming, . or difſention 
among themſelves, So far rhe- Emperour, And thar 
Rule of Prudence he coramends, was carefully obſerved 
by the Ancients. in their popular Sermons,. Gyegory 
Nyſfen writes of his Father 3afl, in the beginning ot his 
He xameren, that he did not Yerborum contentiones aucu- 
pari, nec facile ſefe queſ{rontbus-inplicabat, ſed fimplics 
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wverborum expoſitione audientium ſimplicitati ſic orationem 
uam accommodabat, ut variam tamen externe philoſophie 
dettrinam redulens peritioribus etiam ſatisfaceret : Latin, 
edit, pag,284, excuſ, anno1562, The ſummemwhereof is 
this, | hat he did not ſeek after contentions of words, nor 
lightly involve himſelt.in hard Queſtions, bur by a fimpl? 
expoſition of the 1 ext applied himſelt to the capacity of 
the hearers, Metaphraſtes writes of $, Ciryſoſtom, that 
having once ſoared aloft in a Sermon above the reach of 
his hearers, a certain woman met him, and reprehended 
him openly for his unprofitable Sermon, which being 
above her underſtanding, ſhe had not gained that by irſhe 
expected at her coming : Whereupon that holy Father 
afterwards deſcended trom that ſublimity of matter to 
ſuch ſimplicity and plainnels in the courſe of his Preach- 
ing,. as he. might be underſtood of all that heard him 
pirmn 3 T5 Sifaornig u T1 5 admar Gann; gndlar Twarer, 
Savil, pag.383,384. Hereſolved to apply himſelf to the 
inſtruction and care of the weak, S, Auguſtine in his 11- 
Sermon de verbis Domini, treating of the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſaith, Semper in Sermonibus quos ad populum 
habsi, hujus queftionts difficultatem moleſti 4amq, witavi -- 
Always in mySermons which I had co the People, I avoid- 
ed that ditficult queſtion, And in 157, Epiſt. ad Opta- 
ſum, touching upon that nice queſtion, Whether the Souls: 
were traduced by generation, or infuſed by creation ? be 
writes,. 11: tam mult is opuſ, cults mes, nunquam me fuiſſe dit 
ſum de hac queſtione definitam proferre ſententiam, In ſo 
many Works of mine, I never durſt publiſh my. Opinion in. 
that point, Thus tor the matter of his Doctrine,. this 
Father was careful it ſhould not confiſt of Curiolities-; 
and ſo he was tor the manner of his Style, whence he had 
that as a Proverb in his mouth, Malo ut we reprehendant 
Grammatici, quam non intelligant populi : Stxtus Senn... 


lib.4, 205 , lt. 
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If any ſhall obje&, That S. Augeſtize notwithſtanding 
this in his books de bono perſeverantie does contend ear- 
neſtly tor the preaching ot Predeſtination, a profound, in- 
tricate, and abſtruſe poinr of Divinity, 

T hat this may ſeem no diminution to the prudence 
of the ancients, I return three chings by way of an- 
{ſwer, 

Firſt, That he does it with ſome limitation, where 
the Auditory were capable o: it, Hkwould not haye it 
preach'd promiſcuoully to all, Dicatur ergo verum,max- 
ime ubi aliqua queſtio ut dicatur impellit, et capiunt qui 
poſſunt, Facile eſt enim, imo ſtabile, ut taceatur aliquod 
wverum propter incapaces, Nam utile eſt illud domini, Ad- 
huc multa habeo webis dicere, fed non poteſtis iſta portare 
mods ; et illud Apoſtoli, Non potui vob loqui, quaſs ſpiri- 
tal:bus, ſed quaſi carnalibus, Let truth be ſpoken, when 
neceſsity requires it, and men are able to receive it, Itis 
obvious that, and certain, that ſome truth is to be con- 
cealed tor the incapacity of the hearers, For that is pro- 
fitable, which our Lord and Saviour ſaith, 7 have ma- 
ny things to ſay unto you, but you cannot bear them now : 
And that of the Apoſtle, 7 conld not ſpeak unto you 
«s unto Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, even as unto Babes 
in Chriſt, 

Secondly, That St. Auguſtine's defign was not to 
have the ſpeculative part ot Predeſtination preach'd, or 
that abyſs of Gods counſel! dived into ; but to have the 
effect ot thar decree, as he had conceived on't, maintained 
in Sermons, namely Free grace ; that grace was not given 
ſecundum merita, For we muſt know, that St, Auſtin 
was ſingular in uſing that weapon of Predeſtination againſt 
the Pelagians for the detence of Grace, He defined 
Predeſtination to be a Preparation of Grace, and Grace ro 
be an effe& of Predeſtination ; and thereupon opin'd, 
that 
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that they mutually inferr'd one another, and that where- 
ſever Free grace was preach'd, Predeſtination was preach'd 
alſo, . This is evident by an ocular demonſtration in that 
book of the Fathers : for he ayoucheth confilently, 
That Se, Cyprian preach'd Predeſtination in thoſe words, 
In nulio gloriandum eſt, quands noſtrum ini elf, We muſt 
glory in nothing, becaute nothing is ours, His Cyprian 
wverbis proculdnbio predeſtinatio pred catir, In thoſe 
words (faith che Father) of Cyprian, without all donbe 
Predeſtination was preacl!'d , by this it thuuld ſeem, ha 
S. Auguſtine onely intended the preaching of Free grace, 
But whatſoever his intention was, and how innocent ſo- 
eyer his meaning, yet, 

Thirdly, I anſwer, That this was apprehended in S, Au- 
enftine as a great Novelty, not onely by the Maſsilians, 
who ceaſed not to clamour againſt him tor it; but by 
them alſo who were as great Afertors of all kinds of 
Grace in oppolition to the Pelagians, as he himſelf, For 
thus ſaith Hillary, The Orthodox complain, what ne- 
ceſsity was there bujuſmod! diſputation incerto, tot minus 
intelligentium corda turbari ? ec, That the minds of (0 
many Chriſtian people ſhould be troubled with this doubt- 
ful diſputation, The Catholick Faith hath been defended 
ſo many years, by ſo many Tractarors, by {o many books 
of yours and others, as well againſt other Herericks as 
againſt the Pelagians, without this Definition, And Proſper 
in an Epiſtle to S, Ang»ſtine complained, that the Maſs/l;- 
ans charged this Doctrine of Predeſtinarion with contra- 
riety to the Doctrine of the Fathers betore, and the cenſe 
of the Church, And again, ob/tinarionem ſuam vetuſtate 
defendunt, they defend their obſtinacy by Antiquity, For 
certain he himſelf was ſo puzzled with this Objection 
concerning the Novelty of $. Augnſtines Doftrine, that 


he begs the favour ot a pertinent Queſtion, Iſud qualiter 
dilu- 
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diluatur, queſummns patienter in ſipientiam noſtram fertnds 
demonſtres, *Tis certain, though S, Augrſtine was a 
moſt renowned Champion of the Church ac chat time in 
the propugnation of Grace, and his Doctrine in the defence 
of Grace againſt the Pelagians was generally owned, ap- 
proved of, authorized as Orthodox ; yet that way of 
maintaining, by the new Topick of Predeſtination, was 
not eſteemed of all hands either neceſſary or ſate, but look- 
ed upon as Additamentum Auguſtinianum, and an inter- 
current queſtion, Happy was the Chriſtian World when 
the Pulpit was delivered trom the perplexities of that Do- 
Erine, and ſo it remained for the ſpace of three or four 
hundred years, till Gotteſchalk, an irregular Monk in 
France, out of his Hypocondriack Zele fell a preaching it 
amain, and thereby raiſed a new violent ftorm in the 
Church, which tor the ſpace of eleven years miſerably 
toſſed, rent and ſhaked the Ark of Chriſts Church, even 
to the danger of ſhipwreck, Gotteſchalk himſelf eſcaped 
not the fury of the Tempeſt, for by two Synods he was 
condemned, one at Meztz, another at Rhemes ; and when 
in the laſt he malapertly behaved himſelt cowards the Bi- 
ſhops there, he was ordered to be whipp'd ; and, leſt he 
ſhould draw away Diſciples atter him, he was committed 
to priſon, But Remigine Bilhop of Lyons, moved ith 
commiſeration towards this miſerable Monk, called ano- 
ther Synod at Yalentiain France, wherein as Gotteſchalk 
tound ſome favour, ſo by a Chriſtian moderation and a 
wiſe accommodation of things, the heats were allayed , 
yet inthe explicatin of the firſt Canon they do acknows- 
1:dge, that the queſtions of Preſcience and Predeſtination 
were {uch, as thereby che minds of Chriſtian people were 
ſcandalized, and rheretore ordered, that for the fucure 
men ſhould preach ex materne Eccleſie viſceribus, Thus 
ended the tragedy of Gotteſchalk, 

But 
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But as Ewphorbus was born againin Pythagoras, and as 

the mind of Fovinian was revived in Yigilantins, accor- 
ding toS, Ferom ; ſo was the ſpirit of Gotteſchalk revived 
in Luther, who in the heat of oppoſition maintained not 
onely that Predeſtination was to be preached, bur Prede- 
termination alſo, that all things came by neceſsity, Eraſ- 
*#5, a perſon of incomparable learning and moderation, 
applied an Expedient to the growing of this Evil ; bur 
Luther as a phrenetick Patient threw away the phyſick, 
and flew upon the face of the Doctor that preſcribed it : 
and yet afterwards in cool bloud conſidering the ſcandal 
might be caken at the abſurdity of this DoRtrine, here- 
tracts, leaves an Antidote upon record againſt the poiſon 
of it, in enarrat, ad cap,26, Gen, Haec ſtudios? & accurate 
monere & tradere volui, &c, Theſe things I defired pur- 
poſely to give warning ot, becauſe after my death man 
may bring forth my books, and from thence confirm 
manner of Errours and Madneſs : I did write indeed 
amongſt other things, That all things were abſolute and 
neceſſary ; but I added withall, That God was to be look- 
ed upon as he had revealed himſelf in his Word : Yos er- 
g0 qui nunc me audiſtis, memineritis me hoc docuiſſe, non) 
eſſe inquirendum de Det abſconditi Predeſtinatione; You 
theretore which now hear me, I pray remember that I 
taught this, That we ought not to ſearch into the Pre- 
deſtination of God, 

But howſoever Luther taultred in the matter, yet Zan- 
chy will ſtand to his tackling, and he undertakes to main- 
tain, Miſcell, de predeſtin, Sanorum cap, 5, That the 
Preaching of Predeſtination was not onely lawtul and pra- 
fitable, but neceſſary, But thank God he begins with a 
g00d Caution z Though Predeſtination is to be preach'd 
(faith he) yet Sobre & prudenter, juxta ea que de hac re 


in Scriptura revelata ſunt ; hoc ef, ſermone $4 attempe- 
rato, 
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rato, ut neq; ad licentiam neq; ad deſperationem adducat, 


ſed ad edificationem faciat + Soberly and prudently, accor- 


ding to what is revealed in the Scripture, z, e, in ſuch a 
manner as may neither lead men to licentiouſneſs nor de- 
ſperation, but promote rheir Edification, Stri&t Terms, 
and hard to be performed by men of all Perſuaſtons, if nor 
impoſcible: yet in the Demonſtration he is more caute- 
lous ſtill ; for-there explaining what Predeſtinacion it was 
which was taught in the Goſpel, and ought to be preach- 
ed, he thus deſcribes it z Precipua pars Ewangelii eft do- 
Frina de incommatabili elefFione eorum , qui credunt in 
Chriftum ad vitars #ternam ; & #terna & incommutabili 
reprobatione cornum, qui nunquatmm in Chriſto vere credunt : 
The principal part of the Goſpelis the Doctrine of the 
immutable Ele&ion of them who believe in Chriſt to life 
eternal, and the eternal and immutable Reprobation of 
them who never believe truly in Chriſt, Whatſoeyer 
the meaning of the Author be in this Argument, yer his 
words are capable of ſuch a ſenſe as make for the preach- 
ing of a Conditional EleCtion and a Conditional Reproba- 
tion : but we muſt bear with Zaxchy at this time, who 
was upon a defign of calling in Zuther and Melanchthon as 
Auxiliaries to help him at a dead lift againſt Zraſmms, and 
therefore was forced to ſtate the Queſtion in ſuch a lati- 
tude as might admit of them his Parties, though they 
differed as much from Zanchy in their judgments about 
Predeſtination as Eraſmws himſelf, It skills not much 
how that learned T heologue diſcharged himſelf of his Un- 
dertaking, nor what he opin'd in the matter, we have 
the judgment of two great Lights of our Chatch to con- 
tront him, and balance his Authority in the Reformed 
Churches ; one is the learned and reverend Biſhop of $4- 
tibury, Dr, Dawvenant, who in his Epiſtle to Fohn Da- 
121, commending of ſome ſoveraign R emedies for com- 
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poſing the differences berwixt the Lutherans and the 
Calviniſts, one whereot is occaſioned by thediverſity of 
judgment about Predeſtination, he writes thus, p, 117, 
A popularibus concionibus ac vernaculo ſermone conſcriptis 
trattatibus removeantur ardue omnes, & indeciſe contre- 
wverſie, & habeantur potius inter exercitamenta ſcholaruns 
quam alimenta animarum, Nullo enim incommodo ſubtiles 
Pa & perplexe controverſie a pulpitss abeſſe poſſunt, 
at charitas, que ex talium queſtionum wventilatione ledi ſo- 
let, abſq; extremo animarum periculo 4 cordibus Chriftia- 
norum abeſſe non poteſt, Ludit illis animus vulgi, non pro- 
ficit ; & cum luderedeſierint, hiſce controverſuis minime 
intelleFs, pugnare inter ſe incipiunt, & digladiart: Let 
all hard and undecided Controverſies be far removed from 
popular Sermons and Treatiſes written in the VYulgar 
Tongue, and let them rather be accounted the Exercita- 
tion of the Schools, than the Food of Chriſtian Souls, 
For ſubtil and erplexed Controverſies may without any 
detriment at all be abſent from the Pulpit ; but Charity, 


which is broken by the vencilation of ſuch Queſtions, can-ot 


without extreme danger be wanting to Chriſtian ſouls, 
The minds of the Vulgar are not edified by them z, they 
do but play and make a ſport of them, and when chey 
have ceaſed to play with them, for want of a right under- 
ſtanding of them, they begin to ſcuffle about them, and 
quarrel one with another even to Daggers-drawing. 
The other is the late Lord Bithop of Norwich, Dr, Hal, 
who in his Cler#xz to the Synod of Dort tells them, that 
there was Duplex Theologia, Scholaſtica & Popularss , hac 
teligionss baſin ſpettare videtur, illa teftorii formam & or- 
namenta reſpicit ; hujus cognitio Chriſttanum facit, ills 
Diſceptatorem + There is a twofold Divinity, one Scho- 
laſtical, another Popular ; Popular Divinity concerns the 
toundation of Religion , Scholaſtical the CE—_ 
H 2 an 
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and ornaments;the knowledge of Popular Divinity makes 
a mana Chriſtian, of Scholaſtical a Diſputant, And ha- 
ving atterward ſharply ſnibb'd the curioſity and preſump- 
tion of common people for prying into Gods Decrees, 
and diſcourſing of che manner of Predeſtination, he adds, 
Neq; tam plebem incuſo iſthic, quam Doftores ipſos, qui 
hac tam parum tempeſtive populi auribus animiſq, ogge(ſe- 
rxint, Imprudenter ſane fattum, ita hec abſtruſiſsima my- 
ſteria a ſuggeſt is palam ſonuiſſe, quaſi in its ſolis Chriſtiano- 
rum res unica conflitiffet, Neither dolI accuſe the Peo- 
ple ſo much for this, as the-Teachers themſelves, who ſo 
unſeaſonably infuſed thoſe things into the ears and minds 
of the People, Ir is an high a of Imprudence certainly, 
that thoſe moſt abſtruſe Myſteries ſhould be handle 
openly in the Pulpir, as if the life and ſoul, the ſubſtances 
ot Chriſtianity confiſted in them alone, And alittle at- 
ter heſaith, That there were two things very much 1n- 
teſted the Batavian Churches, Niminm acumen, & nimia 
prophttandt libertas ; Too much Curioſity, and too great 
liberty of Propheſying, I with to God the Britannick 
Churches had not cauſe to complain of theſe evils alſo : 
Bur-if we look upon the preſent: face of things, or trace 
our late Confuſtons to the eriginal, we ſhall find that Li- 
berry of Propheſying and Dogmartzing about Predeſtina- 
tion hath had noſmall influence -into our miſeries, Juſt 
cauſe then had His Sacred Majeſty to ſet bounds to the 
Liberty of Propheſying, and to prohibir the itch of Di- 
ſputing or handling thoſe high ſpeculations of Gods De- 
crees in popular Sermons ; trom which, as from a ſource 
or fountain, ſuch waters of Marah, and waters of Meribah, 
of Contention, have continually flowed, And moreover, 
to confine Preachers to Catechetical Do&rine, more fir 
to edifie men in faith and holy lite z as the manner was in 
former times, LZindwood tells us in lib,1, dt of ficto Archi- 
aiacont, 


Flow it was managed in the ancient Church. 
di4c0ni, That the Arch-deacon by his office was to ſee, 


that every Presbyter, who had a cure of ſouls, ſhould. 


preach to his people the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, the Two Commanqments of 
Love, and againſt the Seven-deadly Sins, &c, And it 
people would ſtill content themſelves with ſuch ſalutary 
Dottrine, and Miniſters would confine themſelves to ſuch 
ſafe and profitable Divinity, no doubt bur -truch and 
piety would flouriſh, and abundance of peace, ſo long as the 
. Moon endureth, 

The fixth and laſt a& of prudenee I ſhall mention, 
was their conſtant and faithtul preaching of obedience 
to all ſuperiours in: Church'and State ; whereby they 
kept the people in an admirable ſubordination z gained a 
huge repute to Chriſtianity, and prevailed much upon the 
gainſaying world, For ſuperiors in the Church, they 
raught people to be ſubject to their. Prieſts, and both 
Prieſt and People to their Biſhop , arfd that with ſo much 
zeal and earneſtneſs, that tis wonderful to ſee how Sr, 1e- 
natius (a holy Martyr, and a Father contemporary with- 
ſome of. the Apoſtles, and one of thoſe 500 thar' ſaw 
Chriſt in the fleſh atcer his reſurreQion) in his genuine 
Epiſtles does in every page almoſt inculcate this Doctrine 
of peoples. Subjeftion to their Deacons, Prieſts, and 
Biſhops. And St, Hierom, who when angred, though 
touchy, and ſomething unequal to that ſuperiour order , 
yer whea pacifick, and undiſturbed, how gravely does he 
admoniſh his Friend Nepot:ay to be ſubject: to his Biſhop, 
and to receive him as the parent of his ſoul , ſeeing what 
Aaron and his Sons were inthe time of the Law, that 
the Biſhop and his Prieſts are in. the time of the 
Goſpel *? 

For their ſuperiors in the State, they taught as St, Paul. 
and St, Peter, Chriſtian people to be Subject to the higher 
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powers for the Lords ſake ; not onely when they were 
Chriſtians, but when they were Hearhens, Tyrants, Per- 
ſecutors of Chriſtians ; And this they did, when Chrifti- 
ans were numerous, and ſtrong enough to have caſt off 
the yoke of obedience, if it had been lawtul, They con- 


-.dewn'd Rebellion, not onely as inconſiſtent with Chriſti- 
.anity, but alſo deſtructive to the doctrine of the croſs 


whereby it came topaſs, that inſtead of railing an army 
of Rebels againft their Emperors, they raiſed an holy army 
of Martyrs, who reſiſted unto bloud ſtriving againſt fin, 
and by their bloud did ſow the ſeeds of Chriſtianity, and 
conquer'd the Heathen World, Their Defrines to this 
purpole are colleted by Hugo Grotivs, de jure belli, lib 1. 
cap. 4. Iſhall therefore ſuperſede the crouble of preſenting 
the Reader with thoſe luculent teſtimonies, and onely 
inferr from hence, How much Miniſters are beholding 
to His Sacred Majeſty, for calling them out of their by- 
paths and new wayes, into the good old ways wherein the 
Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical preachers walked ; in takiug 
all occaſions faithfully ro inſtru Chriſtian people in ther 
-bounden duty of ſubjection and obedience co their go- 
vernqurs,: ſuperiour, and ſubordinace of all ſorts, And 
how much Chriſtianity it ſelf owes to his Majeſty for ta- 
king care rhat no fowle ſpots by che Antichriſtian Do- 
.Erines of rebellion, - ſhould be caſt upon the face of that 
Þeautitul Virgin, 
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IWhat Innovations have been introduc d in theſe latter 
times. 


g b+-- fourth and laſt part of my undertaking, Ts to ex- 
hibit a Scheme of ſome Innovations introduced con- 
cerning preaching, It cannot be denyed, but preaching 
hath arrived to as much perte<tion amongſt us in this 
Church, as in any Church of Chriſtendome : ſince the 
Knowlege of arts and tongues have flouriched,and arcificial 
methods havebeen devited, and theſe improved by {re- 
quent practiſe, many have approved themſelyes excellent 
preachers. Burt as time and chance happen to all things : 
ſo they have done to this preaching, By the lovers of 
novelty and change, ſome acceſsions have been made to- 
this practiſe, which have much altered the face, and com- 
plexion of it, And though people diſcera them nor 
when once made legitimate by general cuſtom and obſer- 
yance ; yet ſurely as Tertull:an, quod primum wverum, and 
as St, Hierom, ſine iſtis mundus Chriſtianus fuit, The 
world was Chriſtian without theſe tor the ſpace of 1500 
years, and ſo may be ſtill, Ir would be too long to enu- 
merateall the Novelties of this kind, that are inſenſibly 
crept in upon us, and inſiſt upon them at large, As 
profanas as vocwm novitates, wich St, Paul admoniſheth. 
us to avoid ; the affeation of new forms of words, cant- 
ing language, &c, Thepreaching ſometimes halt a year 
upon a text, nay upon one Doctrine ſometimes. The 
cogging of dotrines out of a text &@ rf «v6, by fleight 
of =. as Gamefters do their Dice to cheat, and deceive, 
Theſe and many more might be rehearſed ; But I ſhall 
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onely inſiſt upon ſome few, which are more general, and 
of dangerous conſequence, 

And one of theſe, I take to be the uſe of conceiving 
long prayers of our own before Sermon, A thing ſo 
novel, that howſoeyer it be looked upon as an eſſential 
part of a Sermon, and finds general favour, and patronage 
amongſt the many ; yet it is but of yeſterday ; born mto 
the world ſome years ſince the Refemerion it ſelf, and 
can ſcarce yet write fourſcore years old, It were happily 
prejudice enough againſt this uſage, that in a Church 
where Liturgy 1s eſtabliſh'd for Gods publick worſhip, and 
a Liturgy ſo well ſtored with Divine and Heavenly Col- 
leds for all occaſions neceſſary, theſe Pulpic-conceprions 
are altogether needleſs, Bur befides this, if it be broughe 
ro the touch, it will be found a meer novelty, For 
whereas the great Patrons of this Liberty, prezend Ga- 
ſpel-antiquiry for all they do, here they are at a loſs, and 
can ſhery neither Command nor Example to juſtifie their 
practiſe, There is no Command for it in the Goſpel, nor 
any Example of Chriſt or his Apoſtles : though there be 
many of their Sermons upon Record, yer no mention of 
any praying before them : Nay, which is more, there is 
no Church-antiquity for it neither, I know tis avouch'd 
byſome very learned men, as Ferrarius de ritu concionum, 
Lib. 1, cap, 8, Mr, Thorndike inhis book of religious aſ- 
ſemblies, cap, 7. pag. 228, That the Fathers begun their 
Homilies with prayers ; But what manner of prayers were 
they © Some wota pacrs, or benedictions of the people, or 
implorations of Gods aſ(siſtance in ſome ſhort ejaculations, 
Ferrarius exemplifieth in the' praiſe of St, Paul, who 
begun and ended his Epiſtles with ſhort prayers ; And 
moreover teſtifieth, that the Fathers uſed ſuch kind of 
prayers, not onely in the beginning of cheir Sermons, bur 
ſometimes in the midſt of them alſo : when they = 
about 
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about to treat of a matter of difficulty, they did in a ſhore 
prayer implore Gods aſsiſtance, as may be ſeen frequently 
in the Homilies of S, Chryſoſtom, Ferrar, l1b,1, cap. 3, 
There is a prayer ('tis conteſsd) chat S, Ambroſe uſed be- 
fore his Sermon extant, bur it was a ſhort prayer, a form 
of prayer conſtantly uſed without variation: And there is 
ſomething may juſtifie $, Ambroſe in this praftice, which 
extends not toall z he was an Archbiſhop, and inveſted 
with power to. regulate and order the publick prayers of 
the Church in all his Dioceſe, and ſo had ſingular A"rho- 
rity to compoſe a Colle for himſelf upon ſome exigent 
of the Church, Ir will not follow from hence, that eye- 
ry green-headed fellow may take a liberty of conceiving 
prayers before his Sermon thirty or forty times as long as 
S. HO prayer was, and vary every Lords day, nay 
twice a day ſometimes, and obtrude thoſe upon the 
World as all the Common prayers requiſite in a 
Church, 

But they have another Plea (I ſee in Mr, Bernard) for 
the Antiquity of theſe Conceptions before Sermon,from 
the Authority of $S, Auguſtine, who in his fourth book de 
Dofrina Chriſtiana cap, 3. ſaith, $i enim regina Eſther 
oravit pro ſue gentis temporaria ſal ute loquutura apud regem, 
ut in 05 ejus Deus congruum ſermonem daret z, quanto magis 
oraxe debet , uaiiip!c munus accipiat, qui pro #terna hominum 
ſalute in vertFe& doitrina laborat ? It Gh Eſther pray- 
ed for the temporal ſatety of her Nation, when ſhe was to 
ſpeak before the King, that God would put into her 
mouth congruous words ; how much more ought he ta 
pray for ſuch agitt, who labours in the Word and Do- 
Qrine for the eternal ſalyation of Mens ſouls © But whe- 
ther S, Auguſtine intend publick or private prayer is not 
here expreſt, *Tis certain Eſthers prayer was private, 
If publick prayer, whether he intends a prayer of the 
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Churches compoſing, or of our own conceiving, is not 
mentioned, In the 15. cap. of the ſame book we have 
another paſſage to the ſame purpoſe ; Ipſa jam hora ut di- 
cat accedens, priuſquam exerat proferentem linguam, ad 
Deum levet ſitientens animam © 1 he hour being come that 
he ſhould ſpeak, betore he opens his mouth, ler him lift 
up his thirſting ſoul, Bur this may be done by a mental 
prayer ; and it ſeems the Father ſpeaks of that ; for he 
ſaith, Before he makes uſe of his tongue, ler him litr up his 
thirſting ſoul, That he could nor intend a publick vo- 
cal prayer, I think is manifeſt by the 12, Canon of the 
Milevitan Council, wherein $, Auguſtine himſelf was pre- 
fent, when it was by him and other Fathers decreed, T hat 
no prayers ſhould be uſed in the Church, Niſi que 4 pru- 
dentioribus trakate, wel comprobate fuerint in Synodo, ne 
forte aliquid contra fidem per ignorantiam wel per minus 
param compoſitum + Bur ſuch as were firſt examined 
y the more prudent, or appointed in an opea Synod, leſt 
haply ſomething againſt the Faith, either through igno- 
rance or careleſ(neſs, fall from any, It any man queſtion 
whether S, Auguſtine were preſent in this Council, and 
had a handin this Canon, let him hear what Aicrolog us 
faith , cap.5, de authenticis orationibus ; Nam oitaunm 
Africans provincie concilium ( cul ſandtus Auguſtinus, 
immo ducenti & quatuordecim ſantti a; 

cap,12, ita conſtituit, Nulle preces wel or 
m1 ſi que in concilio fuerint probate : The eighth Council 
of the Province of Africa (wherein S, Augnſtine and two 
hundred Fathers more were gathered together) ordained, 
That no prayers ſhould be uſed, bur ſuch as were approved 
of in the Council, And the third Council of Carthage, 
wherein S, Auguſtine alſo was preſent, made a Canon to 
the ſamepurpole, If S, Auguſtine himſelt, and ſo many 
Fathers 1n two Councils, interdicted the ule of all pray- 
ers 


nes dicautur, 
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ers in publick, but ſuch as were approved of in open Sy- 
nod, thenS, Auguſtine cannot be underſtood of prayers 
of our own conceiving, but either private prayers, or pub- 
lick prayers of the Churches compoſing, It is no vain 
conjecture therefore of Walafridas Strabo upoa S, Augu- 
ſtines own practice z for he obſerving that S, Auguſtin 

concluding many of hisHomilies with this clauſe, Conver ſi 
ad dominum, uſed to ſubjoyn a Common prayer, Sicus 
etiamnum ſolent ſacerdotes in concluſionibus notturne vel 
diurne Synaxew; orationes breves & collett as ſubjungere : 
Strabs 32, In Strabo his judgment then it was nothing 
but a (hort Colle&, ſuch as the Prieſts uſed in the conclu- 
ſion of their Nocturnal or Diurnal Office, They that 
have read S, Augu/tizes Homilies, have takea notice I 
doubt not of that prayer , but becanſe all have not the 
opportunity to obſerve it, I have here tranſcribed it ; 
Converſ; ad Dominum Deum Patrem omnipotentens = 
corde,et quantum poteſt parvit as noftra,maximas atq; uberes 
egratias agamus, precantes toto animo ſingularem magnitu- 
dinem ejus, ut preces noſtr as in beneplacito ſud exaudire dig- 
netur, inimicum quoqs, 4 noſftris attibus & cogitationibus 
ſua virtute expellat, nobis multiplicet fidem, mentem guber- 
net, ſpirituales cogitationes concedat, & ad beatitudinem ſu- 
am perducat, Turning unto the Lord God Father al- 
mighty, letus render unto him all poſsible thanks, be- 
ſeeching him with all our hearts, that he would out of 
his ſingular mercy and mu pleaſure vouchſateto hear our 
prayers, drive away the enemy from our actions.and 
thoughts, increaſe our faith, govern our minds, grant (pi- 
ritual cogitations, and at laſt bring us to his happineſs 
through Jeſus Chriſt his Son, Amen. 

This was $, Aug«ftines prayer he concludes his Sermon 
withall ſometimes ; and yer if it be obſerved, it is no for- 
mal prayer, but aninvitation to prayer, a Bidding __ 
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like that imour Ganons, Bidding prayers, it ſeems, were 
in uſe before onrs in the Canon, I wiſh to God that theſe 
later Ages had contained themſelves within the bounds 
and limits of his ſobriety and modeſty, we ſhould have 
had no cauſe then to complain of the innumerable evils, 
occaſioned by the abuſeof this Liberty : As, 

Firſt, the hiding and concealing the beauty of the Li- 
eurgy from the common people, which had thined as il- 
luftriouſly as the Sun at noon-day, had not this novel 
uſage (as the Moon) interpoſed it ſelf betwixt it and their 
fight : Thoughall men that took up that faſhion did nor 
foreſeethe evil, nor intend it; Yet this was clearly the 
event and the deſign alſo of thoſe Empiricks, who pre- 
xended toa peculiar gift of prayer, and praying by the 
Spirit ; for if they were guided by the Spirit in their Con- 
ceptions, and the Church wm by the Spirit in her 
ſolemn Forms, whart elſe could follow in the peoples Lo- 
gick, but that the Common prayers of the Church were 
vain and ſuperfluous ? 

Secondly, the diſſemination of Falſe DoQrine, S, Fe- 
rom obſerves 11þ.2, epiſt,81, that there are many Haben- 
tes affetFum erroris, cum predicandi eundem non habent l;- 
bertatem ; Love etrours, that have not liberty to preach 
tt: And becauſe they have nor liberty to preach ir, by 
this new arrifice they learn topray it, broach all manner 
of talfe Docrine-in their prayers, It the prayers of theſe 
men be not looked into. as. well as their Sermons, they'l 
”: 50a confuſion, the King out of his Throne, Peace 
and Truth out of the Church, and People out of their 
Wits, 

A third evil comes by this Liberty, is fingular diſhonour 
to God, and: ſcandal to Chriftian People; For the moſt 
Seraphick of theſe men, when they venture upon extem- 
porary prayers, happen to: loſe themſelves —_— 
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and that their imperfe&ions may nor be diſcerned, they 
have an art to fill up the chaſmes with Humms and Hans, 
which the poor people are made to beleeve are the groan- 
ings of the Spirit; or elſe with miſerable tautologies, or 
which is worſe, execrable blaſphemies, It all the nonſenſe 
and blaſphemy were gathered together, wiich have faln 
from men in their effuſrons of late time, they would make 
a volume as great as Thamas Aquinas ſumms, 1 hall 
we3s $6 foul a little paper with a narration oft ſome of 
them, and thoſe no ſtories taken up upon common tame 
and flying report, but ſuch as were atteſted by perſons of 
integrity, andear witneſſes, 

We pray thee © God (ſaith one) not onely to deſtroy 
Heaven, but all the glory that hath been in the Souls of 
wy people, and create a new Heaven and a new Earth, 
- erein may dwell the immediate aſhts of thine own 
elory, 

: Theagh thou fitteſt in the higheſt Heavens, yet thou be- 
holdeſt all things, that are done here below, both in Heaven 
axd Earth, 

Let the Keys of our hearts (Q) Lord) hang at the girdle of 
our God, 

O Lord tye our hands behind us, that we may not cut the 
throats of our own fouls, 

Another being at a loſs in his. prayer, prayed God to 
give him Conſerve ot Barberies, 

At a Market Town in Norfolk, there being a ſolemn: 
meeting in order te the ſerting- up of the Presbyterian 
Government ; when one had in his Sermon, given inſtru- 
Rion to the Lay-Elders how to demean themſelves , and 
rold them for that purpoſe, they muſt be as Chirargi- 
ons ; have Ladies hands, Hawks eyes, and Lions hearts, 
A zealous Diſciplinarian taking upon him to-pray over 
the Sermon, beſought God to give to the Lay Elders, 
Ladies hands, Hawks eyes, and Lions pawes, When 
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Whea the twelve Biſhops were ſent to the Tower in 
the beginning of the long Parliament, one in his prayer be- 
fore his Sermon gave God thanks, that he had ſet Chriſt 
Feſus twelve teps higher upon his throne, than ever he was 
before, 

9M being to preach a Faneral Sermon, when the 
honeſt Curate had read the 8, chap, of Eeccleſ, werſe 4. 
where Solomon delivered the Divine Maxim, Where the 
word of a King is, there is power, and who can ſay to him 
what doeft thou ? tearing the people might be poiſon'd 
with Solowons Divinity, uſed this Antidote in his prayer 
before his Sermon, 0 Lord, though Solomon taught, that 
Kings might not be controld, yet we " people know by thy 
ſpirit that Kings may be queſtioned, and called to ac- 
count, oc, 

Another, when a great many Horſes dyed of che 
diſeaſe about him, deſired God in his prayer before Ser- 
mon, to take off the Diſeaſe from innocent Beaſts, and lay it 
upon Men, 

The ſame at another time, prayed God to forgive 
hins and the people aſſembled the fins of their Nortolk- 
neſs, 

Another upon a defeat given to the Parliaments army 
by the Kings forces, uſed this expreſsion in his prayer be- 
foreSermon, 9 Lord thou haſt gone forth with our armies, 
why doſt thou now hang an oy ? 

Was there ever ſuch unclean nnhallowed ſtuff bronght 
into the Sanctuary * did the Jewes when they were moſt 
profane, pollute the great name of God with ſuch lame 
and maimed ſacrifice * did ever the Heathen inyoke their 
falſe deities in ſucha rude and barbarous manner 2 who 
took care, ne-quid prepoſtere dicatur, Let all ſober and 
prudent men judge, whether theſe look like didtates of 
the Spirir, Did the Spirit teach the Apoſtles wgdiy3e0e., 
to 
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o ſpeak wiſely and ſententioufſſy 2 And does it now 
teach men to play the fool, and pray like mad men 2 Let 
men conſider whether theſe deformed conceptions be 
comparable to the grave and ſolemn praiers of theChurch, 
the production of 1500 years wiſdome and experience ; or 
whether it be fir to leave men to their liberty of praying 
in publick , when they have thus abuſed it to their own 
ſhame, to the ſcandal ot people, and the infinice diſhonour 
of God 

Another Innovation it ſeems co me, is the Preaching of 
yery young men. out of their own ſtocks and abilities, 
Amongſt the Jews none were privileged todecide mat- 
ters of Controverſte in the Law, till they werelearned in 
- the School of a Doctor, and forty years of age. Our Lord 

and Saviour Chriſt,and Fohp Zapriſt, begun not to preach: 
till they were thirty years of age : For which cauſe the 
Church afterwards-in ſeveral Canons forbad that any 
ſhould be made a Presbyter till he was thirty years of age.. 
The Canons are extant in Gratian, diftine?, 78, TI thall 
name onely the 11, Can, of the Neoceſarian Council, 
Presbyter ante trigimta annorum 4tatem nonordinetnr,quam- 
vis ſit probabilis vite , fed obſervet uſque ad prefinitum 
tempm, Dominus enim trigeſimo anno babtizatus eras, 
& predicavit, Let no Presbyter, though he be of a good 
life, be ordained, till he be chirty years, but let him wait 
till che time appointed, For our Lord and Saviour was 
baptized the T hirtieth year of his age, and then began-ro 
Preach, If there wereno Canon upon Record to atteſt 
the ſenſe and praiſe of the Church , yet the very title 
of Presbyter, which belongs. to men ot that order, were 
enough to doe it, Por che word Presbyter is not onely 
Nomen 'at:16ueſos, but:5aias, a name of dignity, . but of 
age; andinfinuates, that they were all men ot years ad- 


mitted into that order, Ersſmus.in the lite of St, Ferom 
teſtifieth,; 
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teſtifieth, tharwhen Paulinianus Brother to St, Hierome 
upon his ſingular merit was made Presbyter, before thoſe 
canonical years, Hoc nomine poſtea calumniam ſtruxit 
Feronimo Foannes Hieroſolymitanus, quod infra legitimane 
etatem, ad hoc honors eſſet evetFus, olim enim ante _ - 
mum annum nullus erat maturus honori Presbyteri, John 
B. of Jeruſalem afterwards went about to detra&t from $, 
Hierom, becauſe his Brother was promoted to that order 
being under age : For anciently (faith he) before the thir- 
tieth year, none were ripe for the honour of a Presbyter, 
In which words Eraſmus acknowledgeth both the anti- 
quity of that cuſtome of the Church, and the great cen- 
ſure St, Heirom lay under, for promoting or ſuffering his 
Brothers Ordination before the legitimate age, And 
though happily our Church in the beginning of the refor- 
mation through ſcarcity of men to ſerve in thoſe Sacred 
offices, was forced to abate ſomething of the rigour of 
thoſe Canons, and admit men into the order of Presbyte- 
rate, before they were arrived to that maturity of years 
yet there was no neceſsity of ſuffering them to preach ex 
proprio, out of their own ſtocks and abilities, It in the 
ancient Church, where none were Presbyrters till they 
were thirty years of age, all Presbyters were not ſuffered 
to preach, but only ſuch as gave good ſecurity for the pru- 
dent managery of the office , it may ſeem an overſight ta 
ſuffer young men to preach, and then leave them to their 
liberty in preaching. The Church of England hath paid 
dear for her indulgence in this thing z Nothing hath been 
more detrimental to the peace, order, and government 
of the Church., than the preaching ot theſe youngſters, 
who not being rightly biaſs'd at their firſt ſerting our, 
through the fervour of youth, and ſome youthtul luſts, as 
pride, vain glory, popularity, have often taln into the ſnare 
ot the Devil, and proved deſperate Set-Maſters, trum- 
pets 
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pets of Schiſm and Sedition, If any have eſcaped this 
Charybdis, yet they have daſh'd their foot ag.ialt another 
Sclla, through their ungroundedne(s and unskiltuineſs in 
Divinity , tor howſoever young men may be of pregnaut 
parts, excell in ſubordinate Arts and Sciences, yet for 
want of years and maturity of judgment, they cannot be 
maſters of ſuch a ſound body of Divinity, as is requiſite 
tor the undertaking io weighty a province, Divinity is a 
vaſt and comprehenſive Science, full of depths and pro- 
fandities, a great part of it Polemical, the very Practicals 
incumbred with many ditficulties. Beſides, to the right 
interpretation of Scripture , a duty incumbent on the 
Preacher, there is required acquaintance with the Wri- 
tings of the Fathers; torin a Canon of our owa Church, 
the Expoſitions of the Fathers are to be the rule of gur 
Expoſitions z and how can ſuch young men make this the 
Canon of their Interpretation, when they ſcarce know 
their Names, much leſs are converſant in their Writings ? 
Asevery Man is not fit to make a Scholar, no more is 
every Scholar fit to make a Preacher, Men thould be Dj- 
vines before they are Preachers; and to be Divines ther e 
is time, and pains, and maturity of judgment required, 
Wuhereupon S, Ferom adviſerh his friends Nepotian and 
Pammachins, din diſcere before they did docere, Hetells 
Nepotian, De wita Cleric, Nolote declamatorem eſſe & 1a- 
bulam, garrulumq; ſine ratione, ſed myſteriorum peritum : 
I would not have youa declaimer, a jangler, and garrulous 
without reaſon, bur skiltul in Divine myſteries, He admo- 
niſheth R»ſtics the Monk, $1 clericatus fitillat deſiderium, 
diſce quod poſsis docere, ne miles antequam tyro, ne prits 
magiſter ſis quam diſcipslu : It the defire of being a Cler- 
gy-man tickled him, he ſhould learn himſelt what to teach 
others, leſt he ſhould take upon him to be a ſouldier betore 
he handled a weapon, and a maſter betore he was a ſcholar, 

K Anciently 


58 


What Innovations have been introduc'd 


Anciently it was required men ſhould be Divines before 
they were Preachers, but ſince men have turned Preach- 
ers before they were Divines, their Preaching hath been 
bat” iynond meend, a backward forwarding of the matter ; 
though Preaching hath gained, yet Religion hath loſt, 
and people have been led afide into Sets and Factions, It 
was 4 memorable paſſage that Eraſmixs relates of S. Ferom 
in his Life, S, Ferom once undertook to interpret allego- 
rically the Prophecy of 0bad;ah, when he did not himſelf 
underſtand the literal meaning of it, this Comment of 
his was by many very highly extoll'd, when he himſelf 
was aſhamed to own it ; whereupon afterwards he writes 
thus merrily of himſelf, Fateor miratus ſum, quod quan- 
tumwss aliquis male ſcripſerit, invenit ſimilens ſus lefForem, 
Ihe predicabat; ego erubeſcebam; ille myſticos ſenſus fere- 
bat ad calum, &s, 1conte(sI wonder, that though a man 
writes never ſo ll, yet he finds a Reader like himſelf, He 
highly cmateadad ic I blu(h'd at it z heexcoll'd the my- 
ſtical ſenſe unto the skies, I hung: my. head and ſecretly 
condemn'd ic, - What he ingenuonſly acknowledged of 
his juvenile Writings, young Preachers may of their 
youthful Sermons, Ir was the ſaying of a reverend Pre- 
late of this Church, Towng Divines muſt have young Di- 
vinity : And though young Diviges have the luck to be 
Men-pleaſers, yea and Women-pleaſers too, yet young 
Divinity will never conduce to the peace and happineſs of 
Gods Church, no nor to the edification of men in piety 
and holineſs, Itis the obſervation of His Sacred Majeſty 
in his Letter to the Lords Grace of Canterbury, That 'tis 
the work of young Divines and Miniſters, either out of a 
ſpirit of contention and contradiction, or in a vain oſten- 
tation of their Learning, to embroil the Church and State, 
And we have found it true by experience : for as we read 
of a great King deſtroyed by the counſel of young men, ſo 
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we may remember a great and good King alſo deſtroyed 
by theſe young Divines and their young Divinity, 

A third Innovation (as I take it) is the Preaching of 
Lecturers: but by Lecturers I do not underſtand all that 
gounder that name, but ſuch as are merely of the Peo- 
ples _— up, againſt che mind and without the ſpecial 
Licenſe of the Governours of the Church, Theſe Lecu- 
rers area new order of Eccleſiaſticks, that like Carteſims 
rem are made up of rare Principles, but all No- 
velties, 

T heir Ordination (it they have any) is a Novelty ; for 
'tis either by Presbyters ſine Epiſcopo, or by Biſhops ſine 
titwlo, If it be by Presbyters without a Biſhop, *c1s a 
Novelty, as being againt Tradition Apoſtolical, the 
Practice and Conſtitution of the ancient Church, and of 
the univerſal Church for the ſpace of 1500, years after 
Chrit, Ordination ever was the Biſhops peculiar ; and 
all Ordinations without the Biſhop were eſteemed unca- 
nonical, and pronounced nnll and void ; Yide Concil.Con- 
ftantinop.1. can,6, TItit be by Biſhops without a Title, 
'tis a Novelty too, againſt a Canon of our own Church, 
can.33. and againſt the Canons of the ancient Church, 
Nullum abſolute ordinari debere Presbyterum, &c, Concil, 
Chalced, can,6, No Presbyter is abſolutely to be ordain- 
ed, And I doubt ſuch a Lecture of the p__ ſetting up 
will neyer prove a Title in Law nor in the Churches 
eſteem; andif it be nor, their Ordination 1s a Novelty 
and a Nullity alſo, 

T heir Congregation is a Novelty, as being againſt the 
Doctrine, Practice and Canons of the ancient Church too, 
by which no Presbyter is ſuffered to hold Meetings or 
Conventions by himſelf contrary to the Biſhops mind 
and order, We find it very early in the Canons of the 
Apoſtles, $i quis Presbyter contemnens Epiſcopum ſuum 
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ſeerſim collegerit , & altare alind erexerit, mhil habens 
quod reprehendat Epiſcopum ſuum in cauſa pietatis & juſti- 
tie, deponatur, quaſi principatus amator exiftens , eſt enim 
tyrannuc, & cteri cleric, quicunq; tali conſentiunt, depo- 
nantur, laici werd ſegregentur, Can,z2, If any Presby- 
ter deſpiſing his Biſhop thall hold a Meeting by himſelf, 
and ere& another Altar, having nothing in the mean time 
to accuſ® the Biſhop of in matter of piety and juſtice, ler 
him be depoſed as one that loves Preeminence , for 
heis a Tyrant, and other Clergy-men that joyn with him 
'are to be depoſed, and the Laicks excommunicate, To 
this agrees a Canon of the Council of Carthage, $i quis 
Presbyter ab Epiſcopo ſuo correptus, tumore vel ſwperbia in- 
flatus, putaverit ſeparatim ſacrificia Des offerenda,vel alind 
erigendum altare contra eccleſiaſhicam fidem, wel diſciplinam 
erediderit, noa exeat impunitus: It any Presbyter being 
rebuked and cenſured by the Biſhop, ſhall in a ſeparation 
offer ſacrifice roGod, or erect anotherAltar againſt theEc- 
cleftaſtical Faith and Diſcipline, let him not go unpuniſh'd, 
But theſe Lecturers hold Conventions and Meetings in 
the Church without the Biſhops Licenſe, and againſt the 
C:n>ns of the Church, and all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; 
therefore their Congregationis a Novelty, 

T heir Ele&tion is a Novelty, as being by the ſuffrage of 
the People onely , though ſometimes the Biſhops anci- 
ently did conſult the People betore theirOrdinatioh, ad te- 
fimenium, tor their teſtimony , yet never ud elettionem, 
for th:ir ſuffrage in the choice of them : much leſs after 
Ordination dic they leave it to the People to make choice 
of their own Curates, but they themfelyes appointed and 
fent out fir men to their ſeveral Cures, There are ſeveral 
Cancas where the People zre barr d this liberty of Ele- 
ion in the ancient Church : the 13, cax,of the Council of 
Zogicea may ſerve alone to give us a taſte ; Non eff popu- 
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tis concedendum Elettionem facere eorum, qui altaris mi- 
nifterio ſunt applicandi, It 1s not to be letr to the people 
to make choice of thoſe, who are to ſerve at the altar_ 
Bur theſe Lecturers come in all by popular Ele&ion, and 
maintain the peoples election an authentick Call and ſut- 
ficient without any Miſsion or Commitſsion from the Þi- 
ſhop; and therefore their EleRion is a Novelty, 

Their Maintenance 8s a Novelty, as being Elenoft- 
nary of the peoples benevolence ; they live not upon any 
Church revenue of tiches, or glebe, or oblations, but upon 
the peoples contributions, Whereas the maintenance 
of the Clergy was ever of tithes, or ſome Church revenue, 
or before the ſetclement of tithes by ſecular powers, cer- 
tain honourable ſtipends diſtributed at the diſcretion of 
the Brhop, according to the merits of the perſon, weekly 
or monthly out of the Churches treaſure, whereupon 
Presbyters were call'd by St, Cyprian, Sportulantes fra- 
tres, Epiſt, 66, and thoſe ſtipends portule, Epiſt, 34, Ce- 
terum Presbyterii honorem nos deſignaſse illis jams ſciatis, 1;1 
et (portulis eiſdem cum Presbyteris honorentur, But you 
may know we have deſigned the honour of the Presbyte- 
rate for them, that they may be dignified with the tame 
ſtipends Presbyters are, ASamongR the Romanes, the 
word ſportul e was uſed for a certain allowance of food or 
mony given by great men to the!r followers , (o in Saint 
Cyprian it ſignifies the allowance or ſtipends which the 
Bithop out-of-the Church treaſure paid to the Prieſts 
that depended upon him, For as the Churches treaſure 
was ſolely at the Biſhops diſpoſing ; ſo the Clergy Ce- 
pended upon the Bithop tor their maintainance aur of thar 
treaſure, And theretore tis provided inthe 7 Caz. 01 che 
Council of Gangres, Siquis oblationes eccleſie accipere, 
vel dare voluerit preter conſcientiam Epiſcopi, wel ejus cus 

hujasmodi of fitia commiſſa ſunt, nec cum ejus voluertt age- 
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re conſilio, Anathema fit, That it any ſhould preſume to 
take or give the oblations of the Church without the 
knowledge or conſent of the Biſhop, he ſhould be Anathe- 
ma ; whereby it appears, that the Prieſts and other or- 
ders of the Clergy depended upon the Biſhop for their 
maintenance; But theſe Lefturers depend upon the 
people for their maintenance, And theretore their main- 
renance is a novelty, 

Their Doctrine 1s a novelty, As they are the peoples 
creatures, ſo they are the peoples ſervants, and take 
great Care to pleale them, _ ut placerent quas feciſ- 
ſent fabulas ; and foraſmuchas people are lovers of no- 


velties, they muſt be ſure to bring new things ro their 
ears daily, Iris not enough for them to preach xove, at- 
rer a new manner, but they muſt preach nova, and not 
bona nova but mala nova;nay nova mala,newGods inlſrael; 


nova dogmata ſunt novi dii(faith Yineentius) new opinions 
are ney Gods ; And it theſe be not new opinions, 
new doftines ; That the government of the Church 
by Biſhops is Antichriſtian ; That murdering of Kings is 
lawful; That Rebellion and Schiſm are no fins ; That 
Chriſts Goſpel, as Mahumetaniſm, 15 to be propagated by 
the Sword , That the greateſt diſturbers and violaters of 
the publick peace, are the onely Saints, and moſt godly 
Men, Let them that know any thing of antiquity judge ; 
And yer this is the Syſteme of their Divinity, 

Laſtly, they themſelves are the greateſt Novelty of all, 
I find no order of Clergy-men in former times that reſem- 
blies them, but the Mendicant Fryars in the Romane 
Church, an order ſet up by St. Dominick, and St, 
Francs about the time of 7nocent the third, and Innocent 
the fourth Biſhops of Rome, and with them they hold cor- 
reſpondency in two things, As the Mendicant Friars be- 
ing exempted from the juriſdiction of Biſhops, brought 


rhe 


in theſe later Himes. 


the Biſhops into contempt with the people: ſo theſe Le- 
Rurers exempting themſelyes from the juriſdiftion: of Bi- 
ſhops, do all they can to the diminution of their Order,and 
honour, that they may become the ſcorn of the vulgar, 
As the Mendicant Fryers having Charters from the: Pope 
to preach in every Pariſh, without the licenſe of the pro- 
per Curate ; to take conteſsions, to viſit the ſick, and bury 
the dead ; rendred the ſecular Clergy contemptible, and 


by that-means brought all the Griſt to their own Mills :. 


ſo theſe Lecturers by their induſtrious preaching of novel- 
ties bring the regular Clergy, who live in ſubordination to 
the King, and the Biſhops, into contempt With the people, 
But as owrne-ſimile eft etiamdi(ſimile, though theſe Men- 
dicant Fryeri were'in ſome things'exorbitant, yet in the 
main they were true and- faithful co the intereſt of the 
Church : But theſe Lecturers are eyer falſe, and perfidi- 
ous to the Church that gave them' Chriſtendom z- ever 
bandying publickly againſt her Do&rine and Diſcipline, 
or undermining privately her walls, and bulwarks, An 
army of Turks could not have madea greater devaſtation 
in the Church, and Nation, than they did of late by their 
ſeditious Doctrines, They poiſoned all the corporations 
of England with their principles of Schiſm, and Rebel- 
lion, They blew the trumpets to war in the pulpit, be- 
fore they were ſounded in- the field, When they could 
not ſlay their two enemies, Kingſhip- and Epiſcopacy, 
ladio ors, with the Sword of their mouth, they did ic ore 
gladii, with the edge of the Sword, They are ever at 
defiance with their lawtull ſuperiours, but damnable flatte- 
rers of the people,and verifie that maxim of Tertulian 
wuſquam mag proficitur, quamin caftrs rebellium, ub ſe 
eſt promerer1, There is no ſuch proficiency as in the 
tents of Schiſmaticks, where the very being Is meritori- 
ous, It any will but tollow them and hear their LeQures, 
they 
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they canonize them for Saints'before they are Chrifti- 
ans, and make them ſure of ſalvation, betore they under- 
ſtand che firſt principles of the oracles of Sod, ina word, 
they are the falſe Prophets of the Nation, by whom God 
tries us whether we will love him, or obey him as we 
ought to do, and whom he forbids us to harken unto ; for 
chough they come to us in Sheeps-clothing, yet inwardly 
they are ravening Wolves, Gulielmus de Santo Amore, 
a Learned Theologue, who lived about the firſt riſing of 
theſe Mendicant Fryars, writ a Book upon that occaſion 
de periculis Eccleſie,and in that a Treatiſe, de ſignis pſeuds- 
prophetarum, It any will take the pains to read over 
thac treatiſe, which he may find cranſcribed, and cranſla- 
ted in the book of Martyrs, he ſhall find that in moſt of 
them, they agree to theſe Lecturers, O that people 
would bur ſee their fin and danger in following ſuch falſe 
lights! O that theſe deceivers would conſider of the 


judgments of God threatned againſt them, for abuſing of 
the people, renting of the Church , and embroyling of 
the State; And at laſt become obedient Sons ot an In- 
dulgent Mother, the Church, that we might all ſay and 
ling, quam bonum, et quam jucundum, 


